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1977  Left  Missionary 
In  Stitches  (21  Of  Them) 

JAKARTA,  Indonesia  (BP)  —  Clarence  Griffin,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Indonesia,  hopes  1978  will  turn  out  better  than  1977. 

His  problems  actually  started  one  day  late  in  1976  when  he  stopped  at  a 
traffic  light  in  Jakarta,  Indonesia’s  capital.  An  Indonesian  army  half¬ 
track  ran  into  him  from  behind  and  crumpled  his  mission  van.  He  was  not 
injured,  but  that  accident  was  a  foreshadowing  of  things  to  come. 

In  early  1977,  while  leading  a  youth  retreat.  Griffin  accidentoUy  walked 
through  a  glass  door  and  had  to  have  13  stitches.  In  successive  months  he 
suffered  dengue  fever,  malaria  and  typhoid  And  finally,  while  playing 
catcher  on  a  missionary  team,  Griffin  caught  a  bad  bounce  softball 
squarely  in  the  eye. 

That  eight-stitch  eye  injury  and  a  broken  bone  below  the  eyeball  were 
successfully  treated  early  this  year. 

With  eyesight  repaired  and  enthusiasm  unimpaired,,  Griffin  continues 
to  serve  as  urban  evangelist  in  Jakarta,  a  metropolis  of  seven  million. 


WMU  Convention 


Furloughing  Missionaries 
Will  Focus  On  ^^Our  Best” 


Beirut  School  Remains 
Open  Despite  Anxiety 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  —  The 
mood  was  tense  and  faces  were  Hrm  as 
students  and  teachers  at  the  Beirut 
Baptist  School  continued  classes 
under  threat  that  the  school  might  be 
closed  or  come  under  direct  attack. 

On  March  IS  Israeli  forces  launched 
an  attack  on  Southern  Lebanon  in  re¬ 
taliation  for  a  bus  bombing  in  Israel. 
The  attack,  though  centered  in  Tyre, 
moved  to  Beirut  proper  for  part  of  the 
conflict.  The  fear  of  attack  was 
coupled  with  the  anxiety  that  refugees 
may  be  quartered  in  the  Beirut  school! 
which  would  close  down  regular  clas¬ 
ses. 

Tlie  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands, 
left  homeless  are  being  quartered  by 
Lebanese  military  forces  in  vacant 
buildings.  Soldiers  came  to  the  Beirut 
Baptist  School  March  16  when  classes 
were  out  in  observance  of  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  death  of  a  Lebanese  politi¬ 
cal  leader. 

James  K.  Ragland.  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  director  of  the  school, 
chose  to  resume  classes  March  17 
rather  than  face  possible  closure  for 
the  quartering  of  refugees. 

Hm  school  remained  open  through¬ 
out  the  ar  in  Beirut  in  1975-77  and  this 
year  has  the  highest  enrollment  in  its 
history.  But  at  least  half  of  the  school’s 
more  than  600  students  were  absent  on 
the  first  day  after  the  Israeli  bombing. 

A  dynamite  blast  from  a  building 
site  frightened  both  students  and 
teachers.  One  mother  ran  to  the  school 
afraid  for  the  lives  of  her  children.  “If 
we  die,"  she  told  Ragland,  “we  die  to¬ 
gether  “ 

But  with  all  of  this  tension  and  fear, 
studies  go  on.  “The  students  have 


hope,"  Mrs.  Ragland  explained.  “We 
have  hope  too  that  we  can  teach  at 
least  some  that  in  Jesus  there  is  peace 
and  love.” 

Stewardship  Tour 


Fifteen  foreign  missionaries  who 
are  currently  at  home  in  Mississippi 
will  be  featured  during  the  CenteniiM 
Convention  of  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union.  March  27-29,  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson. 

Speaking  duringithe  ’Tuesday  moni- 
ing  session  will  be  John  Merrift, 
Europe;  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Major 
McDaniel,  Korea;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
^  Peacock,  Korea. 

The  Tuesday  afternoon  session  wilt  A 
feature  Mrs.  Tom  Barron,  Indonesia; 
Mary  Frank  Kirkpatrick,  Liberia:  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Herrington, 
Costa  Rica. 

Wednesday  morning’s  missionary 
speaker  will  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Holifield,  Italy;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley 
Stamps.  Nicaragua;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Jerry  Simon,  Taiwan.  brought 

Messages  from  these  missionaries  Jackson, 
will  be  part  of  a  packed  program  which.  Churchn 
beginsatTp.m.  on  Monday,  March  27,  (Chorale, 
and  conclu^  at  noon  on  Wednesday, 

March  29. 

A  pageant,  depicting  events  horn 
the  100  year  history  of  Mississippi 
WMU  will  be  presented  on  ’Tuesday  at 
7  p.m.  at  the  Jackson  City  Auditorium, 
following  the  Baptist  Young  Women 
hanquetat  5:30  p.nk. 

Other  speakers  include  Eugene 
Grubbs  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 

Carolyn  Weatherford,  of  the  SBC 
WMU,  and  Joe  McKeever,  pastor  of 
FBC,  Columbus. 

La^  Black,  minister  of  music  for 
FBC,  Jackson  will  lead  in  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  music.  Special  music  will  be 


brought  by  the  adult  choir  of  FBC,  Mrs.  Robert  (Frances)  Smira,  of 
Jackson,  by  the  Mississippi  Singing  Jackson,  will  preside  over  all  the  ses- 
Churchmen,  and  the  Carey  College  sions. 

Chorale.  Speakers’  photos  on  page  2. 
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Kenyans  Pay  Preacher 
With  One  Live  Chicken 


By  Aiuie  McWilliams 
Five  Mississippi  pastors  led  the  first 
countrywide  stewardship  emphasis 
ever  held  among  the  Baptists  in 
Kenya. 

One  visjted  a  church  “at  the  end  of 
the  earth."  Another  got  a  chicken  for 
an  honorarium.  One  went  on  a  wild 
ride,  rushing  a  missionary  toward 
medical  aid.  Ail  reported  new  tithers 
as  a  result  of  their  stewardship  teach¬ 
ing  and  preaching.  All  were  impressed 
with  the  hospitality  of  the  Kenyans  and 
the  efficient  work  of  the  missionaries 
Tlie  five  were  Bob  Hamblin  of ’Tupelo. 
Macklyn  Hubbell  of  Cleveland,  Ed 
North  of  (}uitman.  J  Roy  McComb  of 
Columbia,  and  Dark  McMurray  of 


Pascagoula.  They  were  accompanied  wardshi; 
by  John  Alexander,  director.  Steward-  Kenya’s 
ship  Department.  Mississippi  Baptist  represen 
Convention  Board,  who  also  went  to  der  said. 
Zadlbia. 

’They  went  at  the  invitation  of  the  The  p< 
Baptist 'Omvention  of  Kenya.  Baptist  twoday  i 
Mission  of  Kenya,  the  Foreign  Mission  church,  < 
Board.  SBC,  and  the  Mississippi  Bap-  leaves.  I 
tist  Convention  Board.  lightweif 

After  two  day  sin  Rio  and  two  days  in  McMui 

Johannesburg,  they  arrived  in  Nairobi  Kenya, 
on  Jan.  31,  a^  stayed  in  Kenya  until  speaking 
Feb.  1*.  They  spent  several  days  at  McMurri 
Limuru  Baptist  Assembly  in  an  orien-  >ng  and  C 
tation  meeting  with  missionaries,  side  such 
’Then  each  went  intoa  different  area  of  He  cor 
the  country  to  lead  associational  ste-  the  way 


wardship  meetings.  Over  300  of 
Kenya’s  350  churdies  were  directly 
represented  in  the  meetings.  Alexan- 


VBS  Training  Clinic 
Teaches  Use  Of  Drama 


Participbnts  In  the  Vacation  Bible  School  training  clinic  set  out  •  short  drama 

which  teaches  s  morel  lesson.  An  setimsted  90  percent  o(  whet  IS  acted  ootby  e  pupil 

is  retained  as  opposed  to  only  10  percent  of  what  Is  reed  to  him  or  her. 


’The  Vacation  Bible  School  training 
clinic  which  was  held  at  Parkway  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Jackson  last  week,  drew 
469  participants  from  70  of  the  76  Bap¬ 
tist  Associajions  in  the  state. 

’These  participants  will  return  to 
their  associations  as  trainers  for  Indi¬ 
viduals  who  plan  to  teach  In  church 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  this  summer. 

In  1977  there  were  144,164  students 
enrolled  in.VU  in  l,m  Mississippi 
Baptist  churche*.  TtnH  dnirchcsMId 
a  total  of  1,672  church  sdiMs.psiqBlOn 
schools  and  Backyard  Bible  Clutia-'  • 
’These  figures  include  2  942  wtlVlts 
enrolled  in  Vacation  Bible  Schools 
VBS  statistics  reported  1,656  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  during  and  after  scions 
Five  Mississippi  churches  attained 
distinguished  status  in  VBS  In  1977,  ful¬ 
filling  a  number  of  requirements  in¬ 
cluding  holding  a  J-day  VBS.  The 
churches  were:  Cliff  I'cmple  In  Adams 
association;  Raleigh,  FBC,  in  Smith 
association,  Grace  in  Warren;  Holly 
Bluff  in  Yazoo;  and  Clear  Creek  in 
Lafayette. 

The  clinic  was  sponsored  by  the 
Sunday  School  department  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  (Convention  Board. 


A  WiMRkk 

The  people  who  travelled  to  the 
twiHlay  meetings  usually  slept  at  the 
church,  on  beds  of  palm  and  banana 
leaves.  But  (Hark  McMurray  had  a 
lightweight  folding  cot. 

McMurray  was  at  Mem  near  Mt. 
Kenya.  His  helper  was  French- 
spesiking  Pastor  Gituro  from  Rwanda. 
McMurray  said  he  did  the  Bible  teach¬ 
ing  and  Gituro  presented  the  practical 
such  as  budget  and  pledge  cards. 

He  continued,  “It  was  remarkable 
the  way  the  people  listened,  even 
though  we  sometimes  had  to  speak 
throi^  two  interpreters.  Swahili  and 
the  dialect  of  the  tribe. 

“For  refreshmenU  they  served  us 
tea  at  10  and  4  —  and  it  always  tasted 
good.  We  drank  only  water  that  had 
been  boiled.  The  menu  usually  in¬ 
cluded  two  dishes  —  balls  of  com  meal 
mush,  and  beans  and  com  cooked  to¬ 
gether." 

McMurray  had  a  frightening  ex¬ 
perience.  He  and  James  Hauser  were 
on  their  way  back  to  Mem  when  the 
missionary  suddenly  became  111. 

“We  were  three  hours  from  any¬ 
where.  I  had  to  drive  an  English-type 
car,  which  I  had  never  done  before, 
snd  drive  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
road,  and  go  as  fast  as  I  dared.”  At 
Mam  a  plane  was  waiting  to  take  the 
sitsatonary  to  a  hospital  in  Nairobi.  He 
B  aU  rij^t  now." 

Of  the  missionaries  be  said,  “They 
•ciga  very  rcaponsive  to  what  we  were 
tryw  to  da.  Their  hospitality  was 
woiiSrfnl.  They  are  among  the  finest 
people  I  Mtve  e^ known." 

TlHSaMtko.WsrM 

Ed  NartH  was  acoomjianied  by  the 
president  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Kenya,  Arthur  Kinyanjui,  who  helped 
eith  (he  teaching  ^  translation. 

They  began  in  Xerichir.  situated  at 
m  altitude  of  73*6  taet.  and  the  tea  cap¬ 
ital  cf  Kenya.  ,  , 

“And  here  I  travebebdo  the  end  of 
6»e  world,"  he  dedardd.  “On  our  first 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


New  Book  Released  At  Garaywa 

At  an  autograph  party  at  Camp  Oaraywa.  tor  Marjoan  Patterson.  Actaons  from  C^- 
vary.  Silver  Creek,  get  autographed  copies  ot  her  new  book,  COVERED  FCXJNOA- 
TIONS.  Left  to  right  are  Mies  Penerson.  Becky  Fortenberry,  Mrs.  Dianne  Warren. 
Actaans  director.  Sue  Johneon,  and  Renee  Barton. 

Now  In  Conneaut 

Pastor’s  Entire  Family 
Was  Baptized  On  Easter 


By  Dea  McGregor 

Peter  Dtiller  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Church  in  Conneaut.  Ohio, 
goes  about  his  business  with  more 
_  than  an  ordinary 

zeal;  but  then  they 
were  out-of-the- 
ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  which 
placed  him  there. 

He  is  native  of 
Yugoslavia  but  of 
German  extraction, 
and  he  left  Yugoe- 
MiUer  lavia  In  1944  with  his 

parents  as  the  Russian  army  ap¬ 
proached.  His  pilgrimage  has  led  him 
to  Germany,  to  Odorado,  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  into  the  Air  Force,  to  Vietnam, 
to  Buffalo,  to  Fort  Worth,  and  to  Ohio 
and  has  bm  influenced  by  Mississip- 
pian  Owen  Cooper. 

He  was  in  MlMlssippi  recently  to 
visit  Yaxoo  City  and  attended  the  Bap¬ 


tist  Building  staff  planning  retreat 
with  Jim  Yates,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City,  who  was  speaking 
at  the  retreat. 

Miller  went  to  Conneaut  two  years 
ago  to  start  a  church.  There  were  no 
prospecla,  and  he  didn’t  know  a  person 
in  the  city  of  15,000  population.  He 
found  there  were  5,026  water  meters  in 
the  city,  and  set  out  to  knock  on  the 
door  of  every  house  that  had  a  meter. 
He  accomplished  this  task  and  found 
that  13,000  of  the  city  ’s  residents  never 
attended  church. 

He  rented  a  building  that  belonged  to 
a  Jehovah’s  Witnr>»  group  and  began 
holding  services.  Last  month  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  average  was  *1.  and  the 
morning  worship  service  average  at¬ 
tendance  was  90.  The  weekly  income  is 
6465.  and  he  has  baptized  51  during  the 
two-year  period.  ’There  have  been 
(Omtimied  on  page  2) 


Baptists  Helping 
Terrorist  Victims 


JERUSALEM.  Israel  (BP)  —  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Israel  are  using  prayer  and 
friendship  to  help  the  grieving  families 
around  them  who  suffered  loeses  in  the 
recent  terrorist  attack. 

Some  Southern  Baptist  repreaenU- 
tivea  and  other  BaptiM  who  live  in  the 
coastal  plain  were  under  curfew  for 
more  than  24  hours  fallowing  the  at¬ 
tack  March  II  in  which  33  Israeli  citi¬ 
zens  were  killed  and  scores  wounded 
But  now  they  are  free  to  travel  and 
help  where  they  can. 

When  news  came  of  the  Israeli  de¬ 


fense  forces’  military  action  in  South¬ 
ern  Lebanon  March  14-16,  one  BoptiM 
in  Haifa  had  a  special  reason  to  remain 
cloac  to  his  radio  and  television  for  re¬ 
ports.  Ibrahim  Sim’an,  lay  evangelist, 
said,  “I  have  made  16,000  friends  in 
that  area  over  the  past  two  years.  I  am 
anxious  to  learn  about  the  welfare  of 
each  one;  This  has  been  a  nerve- 
wracking  two  days  for  me.” 

Sim’an  has  be«  coordinaUng  relief 
work  among  the  refugees  from  South¬ 
ern  Lebanon.  ’This  ministry  began 
(Continued  on  page  3)  v 
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WMU  Speakers  Are 
Furloughing  Foreign 
Missionaries  In  State 


Mr.  «M  Mrs.  HerriagtM 


Mr.  sad  Mrs.  Peaesck 


Mr.  sad  Mrs.  McDaaid 


Mr.  aad  Mrs.  Haltfield 


Mr.  aad  Mrs.  Slaiaa 


Merritt  Barraa 


Israeli,  Christian  Leaders 
Meet  To  Discuss  New  Law 


JERUSALEM  (BP)  —  In  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  consultation  between 
evangelical  Protestant  leaders  and 
higher  government  officials,  Aharon 
Bai^.  attorney  general  of  Israd,  as¬ 
sured  a  delegation  from  the  United 
Christian  Council  meeting  in  his  office 
that  a  recent  law  regarding  change  of 
religion  “applies  in  both  letter  and 
spirit  to  all  men  and  all  religions 
equally  and  without  discrimination.” 

As  be  answered  questions  of  the  de¬ 
legation.  which  included  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  rep¬ 
resentative,  Robert  L  Lindsey,  Bar^ 
said  the  only  aim  of  the  law,  passed  by 
the  Knesset  (parliament)  last  De¬ 
cember,  is  to  prevent  the  giving  of  or 
the  taking  of  material  bribes  to  bring 
about  the  change  of  religion. 

(After  the  meeting,  wire  services 
reported,  the  IsraeU  minister,  e#jiM-  „ 
Uce  sent  a  letter  to  Richard-Mnaas,'* 
president  of  the  American  Jearlsh 
Committee,  stating.  “lhefx.is  no  in¬ 
tention  whatsoever  on  tie^rt  JF the 
IsraeU  government  to  restrict  in  any 
way  religious  freedom  of  the  Christian 
community  or  any  other  community  in 
Israel.”  Masses  had  protested  that  the 
“sweeping  provisions”  of  the  law  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  “intended  to  intimidate 
the  Christian  community.”) 

Lindaey,  a  Baptist  leader  in  Israel 
for  34  years,  pointed  out  in  the  March  > 
meeting  that  even  though  the  Christ¬ 
ian  community  in  la^  appreciates 
the  assurances  given  by  the  attorney 
general  to  help  prevent  harassment 
and  false  accusatkms  under  the  new 
law,  (Hiristians.  as  sreU  as  other  religi¬ 
ous  minorities  in  Israel,  are  still  with¬ 
out  legal  basis  for  protection  since  Is¬ 
rael  has  no  written  constitution. 

“We  are  being  defamed  publicly, 
and  we  are  helpless  to  change  the  myth 
held  by  90  percent  of  the  In^i  public 
that  Ctristians  have  unlimited  sums  of 
money  which  they  use  to  bribe  people 


to  convert  and  then  to  leave  the  coun¬ 
try,”  Lindsey  said. 

“Only  the  passage  of  a  constitution 
with  clauses  similar  to  that  of  the  Un¬ 
ited  Nations’  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights  and  guaranteeing  freedom  of 
religion  and  thought  can  give  us  the 

. — 

NEW  YORK  ( RNS)  —  Rabbi 
Marc  Tanenbaum,  national  di¬ 
rector  of  interreligious  affairs 
of  the  American  Jesrish  Com¬ 
mittee,  said  m  his  sreekly  relig¬ 
ion  commentary  on  Radio  Sta¬ 
tion  WINS  here  that  “the 
sweeping  provisions  of  the  law 
could  compromise  the  civil 
liberties  of  legitimate  (Christ¬ 
ian  bodies,  and  we  have  com¬ 
municated  our  oppMition  to 
g  t^^  higbea|  a|tl|^t^  in  Is-  ^ 

While  notiii^  that  “the 
Jewish  community  shares  the 
■  Agudah's  feeling  of  moral  of¬ 
fense  at  proselytization  whose 
purpose  is  to  undermine 
Judaism,”  Tanenbaum  stres¬ 
sed  that  “Jews  have  suffered 
more  than  enough  from  denial 
of  religious  liberty ,  and  will  not 
allow  such  denial  to  be  in¬ 
flicted  on  others,  especially  in 
a  Jewish  state.” 

protection  we  need,”  Lindaey  stres¬ 
sed. 

Barak  told  the  delegation  that  he  is 
presently  involved  in  drafting  a  con¬ 
stitution  containing  such  features  aixl 
that  he  hopes  the  Knesset  document 
will  pass  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Barak,  scheduled  to  accompany 
Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin  and 
Foreign  Minister  Moshe  Dayan  to  the 
United  States  for  meetings  with  Presi¬ 
dent  (Carter  and  other  top  government 
officials,  told  (Christian  leaders  that 


the  police  have  been  instructed  to 
relay  all  complaints  related  to  the  law 
directly  to  him  or  to  State  Attorney 
Gavriel  Bach.  Bach  was  present  in  the 
meeting,  along  with  Meir  Gabai, 
director-general  of  the  Justice  Minis¬ 
try. 

A  three-man  delegation  represent¬ 
ing  the  20  member  bo^es  of  the  council 
has  just  returned  from  Europe  where 
"extensive  and  significant”  contacts 
were  made  with  leading  officials  in 
Protestant  and  (Catholic  groups.  The 
council  is  considering  sending  a  dele¬ 
gation  on  a  similar  mission  to  the  Un¬ 
ited  States.  It  is  also  studying  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  setting  up  a  liaison  office  to 
coordinate  all  (Christian  groups  in  Is¬ 
rael  to  monitor  the  local  scene  and  to 
disseminate  information  abroad. 

Baptists,  amopg  the  founding  mem- 
.  ben  of  the  council  in  Uf6,-have  coop¬ 
erated  with  its  other  members  in  the 
struggle  against  the  law. 


Pastor’s 
Entire 
Family.  •  •  • 

((Continued  from  page  1) 
more  than  100  professions  of  faith. 

Three  months  after  the  congrega¬ 
tion  began  meeting  in  the  Kingdm 
Hall  the  Baptists  bought  the  building. 
They  have  now  added  to  the  educa¬ 
tional  building  and  have  3,000  square 
feet  of  education  space. 

Miller  and  his  parents  left  Germany 
in  1M9  and  went  to  (Colorado.  In  1951 
the  parents  bought  a  farm  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  the  family  moved  there. 
Soon  thereafter  Peter  was  inducted 
into  the  Air  Force. 

He  spent  21  years  in  the  service  and 
retired  as  a  Senior  Master  Sergeant. 
He  was  in  Vietnam  in  1970  when-he 
came  under  the  influence  of  Southern 
Baptist  Chaplain  Jimmy  Baggett. 
Baggett  led  him  to  the  LoH  in  July  of 
that  year,  and  Miller  experienced 
what  he  describes  as  a  miraculous 
conversion. 

He  was  38  years  of  age,  be  said,  and 
had  engaged  in  just  about  all  the  man¬ 
ifestations  of  sin.  When  he  went  to  his 
knees  to  ask  the  Lord  to  come  into  his 
life  he  also  asked  Him  to  dean  up  his 
life.  Miller  says  that  immediatdy  he 
was  delivered  of  all  the  problems  of  sin 
that  he  had  been  experiencing. 

The  new  life  style  was  not  readily 
accepted  by  his  wife  and  Gve  children, 
however.  He  declares  that  they 
thought  he  was  crazy.  He  soon  became 
an  Air  Force  recruiter  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,and  there  he  began  attending  a 
Southern  Baptist  church.  He  soon  be¬ 
came  “tum^  on  to  (Christ,”  and  on 
ECaster  Sunday  of  1971  the  entire  fam¬ 
ily  was  bapti^  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  Miller  notes  that  the 
change  in  attitudes  of  his  family  was 
also  miraculous. 

Before  long  he  felt  called  into  the 
ministry.  Ba^ett  had  gone  to  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth  as 
had  the  pastor  of  the  Buffalo  church. 
Miller  dwided  to  go  thmv  too.  His  tes¬ 
timony  was  picked  up  by  the  South¬ 
western  news  publication,  where  it 
was  noticed  by  the  director  of  missions 
in  Ohio.  The  director  of  missions  asked 
Miller  to  go  to  Ohio  for  a  revival  so  that 
he  could  look  around  and  consider  the 
possibility  of  service  in  that  state.  He 
agreed,  and  the  director  of  missions 
then  got  in  touch  with  Owen  (Cooper. 
Cooper  said  that  if  Miller  would  go  to 
Ohio  he  would  support  the  work,  and  so 
the  door-knocking  ministry  began. 

Now  there  is  a  thriving  Southern 
Baptist  church  that  started  from  no¬ 
thing,  and-a  twroHhaas  IMOO  resi¬ 
dents  are  now  going  to  Aiui^  regu¬ 
larly. 


Tarpley  Prepares  For 
Nigerian  Medical  Work 


John  Tarpley,  son  of  Hinds-Madison 
director  of  missions  Fred  Tarpley ,  and 
his  wife,  Maggie,  are  at  Callaway 
Gardens,  Ga.,  at  this  time  preparrig 
for  mission  service  in  Ogbomosho, 
Nigeria. 

tarpley,  a  physician,  will  be 
academic  surgeon  at  the  Baptist  M«d- 
ical  (Center  in  Ogbomosho.  The  couple 
has  two  sons,  James.  7,  and  John,  I. 

Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tarpley  are  na¬ 
tives  of  Tennessee,  but  he  calls 
Jackson.  Miss.,  his  honne  now.  She  is 
from  Bums,  Tenn. 

Tarpley  graduated  second  in  his 


Kenyans  Pay  With  Live  Chicken 


((Continued  from  page  1) 
day  in  the  bush,  we  left  Kericho  at  5 
a.m.  and  drove  about  SO  miles  on  bat¬ 
tered  tarmac.  We  then  turned  off  the 
pavement  onto  a  rocky,  bumpy  excuse 
for  a  road  which  transformed  our  Land 
Rover  into  a  torture  machine. 

“After  20  miles  of  this  we  entered  a 
barely  discernible  trail  through  the 
bush.  We  travelled  about  10  miles 
along  this  trail  umil  it  ended  at  the 
edge  of  a  swamp.  We  put  the  Land 
Rover  in  four-wheel  drive  and  splat¬ 
tered  two  miles  through  mud  and  wa¬ 
ter. 

“Miraculously,  we  emerged  mto  an 
opening  to  discover  a  little  village,  and 
out  in  the  middle  of  a  field  sat  a  little 
Baptist  church.  I'm  convinced  that  no¬ 
thing  lies  beyond  that  point. 

“We  arrived  at  9:30  and  got  started 
at  11:30.  Some  walked  20  i^es  to  the 
meeting.  Before  we  could  talk  about 
stewardship  we  had  to  baptize.  This 
required  walking  about  five  miles 
through  the  burii  to  a  muddy  cattle 
pond  where  the  national  preacher  bap¬ 
tized  six  people  for  about  an  hour. 

“Upon  our  return  to  the  church  my 
watch  indicated2 :30  p.m.  and  I  had  not 
had  a  bite  to  eat  nor  said  a  single  word 
about  stewardship.  Finally  my  turn 
came  and  with  the  aid  of  two  Interpret¬ 
ers  (these  people  did  not  speak 
Swahili  1 1  tau^t  the  basic  Bible  truths 
about  stewardship. 

“The  people  fed  us  the  best  they  had ; 
Bgall,  stiff  com  meal  mush,  and  kaka, 
chicken.  It's  the  first  time  the  phrase. 
There's  a  lot  of  chicken  in  the  minis- 
'  try,'  ever  made  sense  to  me.  I  know  a 
few  “kukus”  myself.  We  got  back  to 
Kericho  after  dark.  My  appreciation 
for  the  work  of  our  misstonartes  and 
my  prayers  on  their  behalf  will  never 


be  the  same  again.” 

After  three  days  in  Kericho,  North 
moved  to  Kisumu  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Victoria.  Here  he  worked  with' Tom 
Wade,  a  new  agricultural  missionary. 
From  the  Kisumu  base  he  and  his 
helper  preached  and  taught  in  four  as¬ 
sociations  in  seven  days. 

“What  a  joy  to  tee  the  hunger  of  the 
people  for  the  Word  of  God!”  North 
said.  “Several  were  saved  in  these 
meetings.”  While  in  Kisumu  he  had 
fellowship  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Cannato.  (Ginny  is  a  native  of  Hollan- 
dale.) 

At  Nakum  the  two-day  meeting  took 
place  in  a  little  building  made  of  raw 
slabs.  North  taught  from  3  to  8  p.m. 
and  returned  at  8:30  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  That  night  the  building  was 
packed  and  the  only  light  In  the  house 
was  a  lantern  hanging  from  a  rafter 
over  the  pulpit. 

"I  preached  the  Gospel  with  great 
freedom  and  the  invitation  lasted  for 
almost  an  hour,”  North  said. 

“I  wem  out  the  next  morning  to 
complete  the  teaching.  The  meeting 
concluded  at  3  p.m.  and  many  of  the 
people  had  not  left  the  church  for  14 
hours.  I  believe  that  epitomizes  the 
spirit  of  the  Baptists  in  the  land  of 
Kenya.” 

Christiaas  On  The  Coast 

Bob  Hamblin  was  assigned  to 
Ukambani  in  southern  Kenya  and  to 
the  coastal  area  where  he  stayed  in  the 
homes  of  missionaries. 

“The  part  I  liked  best  was  teaching 
the  stewardship  emphasis.’'  be  said. 
All  the  pastors  and  people  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  in  Ukambani,  in  the  bush,  commit¬ 
ted  themselves  to  tithing. 


He  learned  that  47  percent  of  the 
people  on  the  Coast  are  Christians. 
There  are  200  new  Baptist  churches 
and  3000  new  converts. 

“The  Baptist  Mission  of  Kenya  is 
very  efficient  and  the  missionaries  are 
doing  a  tremendous  job,”  he  em¬ 
phasized. 

AUveCWcken 

Mackiyn  Hubbell  was  in  two-day 
meetings  in  the  outlying  areas  of 
Nairobi,  sometimes  in  the  city  and 
sontetimes  in  the  bush. 

While  in  the  bush  be  slept  on  the  floor 
of  a  diicca  (country  store)  and  ate 
breakfast  that  had  been  cooked  on  an 
open  fire. 

The  national  who  was  to  work  with 
him  could  hot  come,  so  without  a 
helper  Hubbell  spoke  and  answered 
quertions  most  days  from  8:30  in  the' 
morning  until  10  at  night.  After  10  he 
'  would  eat  supper. 

‘Diough  he  worked  with  no  break  he! 
still  found  the  work  refreshing.  “Thei 
people  of  Kenya  have  made  a  practice* 
of  expressing  appreciation,”  he  said  * 
“My  honorarium  was  a  live  chicken.  IT 
would  have  liked  to  bring  It  to  Missis¬ 
sippi,  but  I  gave  it  to  one  of  the  mis-^ 
sionaries.”  j 

“The  people  were  good  listeners.”! 
he  continued.  “We  as  outside  peopla 
and  as  stewardship  specialists,  rein^ 
forced  what  the  missionaries  had  been 
saying.  The  Baptist  Convention  ol 
Kenya  hopes  to  be  self-supportin) 
within  five  years,  and  these  meeting) 
will  help  them  know  how  to  achiev) 
that  goal. 

“Many  of  the  missionaries  have  n« 
pastors.  I  feel  that  we  were  supportiv) , 
to  them  .  They  in  turn  were  an  Inspira 


Netvsbriefs  In  The 


World  Of  Religion 


Bcinit,  Lebaasa  —  Baptist  Publica¬ 
tions  was  the  only  Christian  publisher 
among  29  publishing  houses  which 
participated  in  a  large  book  fair  in 
Beirut.  Arabic  newspapers  listed  sev¬ 
eral  Baptist  books  among  the  best  sel¬ 
ling  titles  during  the  opening  weekend 
of  the  exhibit.  Two  of  these  best  sellers 
were  “The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus 
the  Messiah”  by  Dennis  Clark  and 
“How  to  Become  a  New  Person,”  a 
collection  of  Billy  Graham  sermons. 

Avan  Park,  Fla.  —  Ajetha  Smith 
(Mrs.  James  P.)  Satterwhite,  a 
former  Southern  Baptist  missionary, 
has  bi%n  named  the  1978  Florida 
Mother  of  the  Year.  The  Satterwhites 
served  23  years  in  Japan  before  resign¬ 
ing  in  1975 

RA  Congress 
Begins  Tomorrow 

Tonuny  Baddley,  Jr.,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Brandon,  will  speak 
during  the  state  Royal  Ambassador 
Omgress  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  col¬ 
iseum  on  March 
24-25. 

On  the  first  even¬ 
ing  of  the  congress 
he  will  speak  on 
“God’s  Hall  of 
Fame.”  Then,  on 
Saturday  morning, 
Baddley  the  title  of  his  ad¬ 
dress  will  be  “I  Give  Up.” 

Baddley  will  be  joined  on  the  prog¬ 
ram  by  Strongman  Paul  Anderson, 
MSU  FootbaU  Coach  Bob  Tyler,  and 
University  of  Mississippi  football 
player  Ge^e  Plasketes. 

Registration  for  the  congress  begins 
at  3  p.m.  on  the  24th. 


New  Yarfc  (RNS)  —  Doubleday  k 
Company  has  announced  the  estob- 
lishment  of  an  evangelical  books  divi¬ 
sion  which  will  use  the  imprint  of 
Doubleday-Galilee  Books.  Alex  Uepa, 
edited  director  for  religious  publi^ 
ing,  said,  “We  will  use  the 
Doubleday-Galilee  imprint  and  col¬ 
ophon  to  tril  the  bom-sgain  readers 
which  of  the  many  Doubleday  books 
are  specifically  evangelical.  At  the 
same  time,  we  also  h^  to  make  It 
easier  for  the  bookstore  manager  or 
clerk  to  find  the  books  he  can  recom¬ 
mend  to  his  rapidly  growing  evangeli¬ 
cal  cUentele.”  The  colophone  depicto  a 
sailboat  in  silhouette,  with  a  white 
cross  imprinted  on  the  sail. 

Washington  (BP)— Atameeting at¬ 
tended  by  some  30  representatives  of 
Washington-based  religious  liberty, 
civil  liboTies,  and  educational  groups. 
Secretary  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  Joseph  A.  CUifano  said  the 
proposed  tax  credit  bill  now  before 
(fongress  is  “clearly  unconstitution¬ 
al.” 

He  said  “any  lawyer  worth  his  salt” 
would  see  the  bill  introduced  by  U.  S. 
Senators  Bob  Packwood  ( R.-Ore. )  and 
Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan  (D.-N.Y.)  as 
a  violation  of  the  no  establishment 
clause  of  the  first  amendment. 
CalifaiM  cited  specifically  a  1973  U.  S. 
Supreme  (fourt  decision,  PEIARL  V. 
Nyquist  which  declared  unconstitu- 
tioi^  a  state  tax  credit  plan  in  New 
York. 

Kaohiang,  Taiwan  (RNS)  —  A 
(Thinese  Bible  (fommentary  project  — 
the  first  such  to  be  prepared  by 
Chinese  scholars — has  been  lauixdied 
in  Taiwan.  The  proposed  42-volume 
work  is  expected  to  take  10  years  to 
complete. 


Singles  Conference 
Set  By  FBC,  Jackson 


“People  Helping  People  Be  Them¬ 
selves”  is  the  theme  for  the  May  5-8 
state  singles  conference  to  be  spon¬ 
sored  by  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson./-  ~  -  -  »  -  - 

K 

The  conference  which  runs  Friday 
evening  through  Saturday  evening  wiU 
feature  David  Edens,  professor  at 
Stephens  College  in  Columbia,  Mo.; 
and  Bill  and  Linda  Catet,  a  Nashville- 
based  singing  and  composing  team. 

In  addition,  program  personalities 
include  Paul  Jacobs,  a  Jackson  coun¬ 


selor;  Doug  Tipps,  staff  evangelist  for 
FBC;  Bradley  Pope,  campus  minister 
at  Mississippi  (foUege;  Susie  Jordan,  a 
single  and  member  of  FBC;  plus  Hm 
Holcqmb,  minister  to  singles  at  FBC. 

The  cpnferrace  will  be  IwU  at 
Baptist  (Thurch  at  a  cost  of  $18,  which 
includes  a  conference  notebook,  two 
meals  and  a  banquet.  Accommoda¬ 
tions  are  being  arranged  by  the  singles 
of  FBC. 

For  information,  ctdl  or  write  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  1158, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  Phone  9484780. 


class  at  Vanderbilt  University  Medi¬ 
cal  School.  He  has  practiced  at  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital  m  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  has  done  can^  research  at  the 
National  Institute  of  Health  in 
Bethesda,  Md.  He  has  been  offered 
teaching  opportunities  at  both  Johns 
Hopkins  and  Bethesda. 

Tarpley  was  born  in  Nashville, 
Terai.  when  his  father  was  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Donelson,  there.  Both  of 
the  younger  Tarpleys  are  graduates  of 
Vanderbilt.  In  addition  he  received  the 
doctor  of  medicine  degree  there  and 
she  received  the  master’s  degree  in 
library  science  at  George  Peabody. 


Quota  System  Troubles 
Swiss  Baptist  Seminary 


tion  to  us.  We  can  share  that  inspira¬ 
tion  with  the  churches  back  home.  Our 
trip  thus  was  of  benefit  to  the  Kenyans, 
to  the  missionaries,  and  to  us,  and  to 
our  churches.” 

(NOTE:  The  story  of  John  Alexan¬ 
der's  visit  to  Zambia  will  be  printed  in 
next  week’s  Baptist  Record.) 


Baptists 

Helping 

Victims 

(Continued  from  page  1 ) 
shortly  after  the  Israeli  government 
established  the  “good  fence”  policy  in 
January  1978  in  an  effort  to  MIeviate 
the  suffering  of  the  villagers  caught  In 
the  civil  strife  in  that  area  of  Lebanon. 

“After  things  dear  up  a  Mt,  I  hope  to 
return  t^  the  four  border  crossings  to 
continue  giving  aid  to  anyone  in  need, 
strictly  on  a  humanitarian  basis  with 
no  military  or  political  connection,” 
Sim'an  stressed.  He  sees  no  reason  for 
his  help  to  both  diristian  )utd  Muslim 
Arabs  to  cease. 

Sim’an  makes  regular  trips  to  the 
border  in  his  minibus  to  dittribute 
supplies  such  as  blankets,  foodstuffs, 
cement,  lanterns  and  medical  needs. 
He  also  helps  transport  the  sick  and 
wounded  to  hospitals  in  several  dtles 
in  Galilee. 

Funds  from  Baptists  and  other  con¬ 
cerned  Christian  Individuals  and 
groups  In  Israel  and  abroad  are  used  in 
this  ministry. 


By  Irma  Duke 

RUSC^UKON,  Switzerland  (BP) 
— Isam  E.  (Dick)  Ballenger  faces  two 
major  problems  as  he  dficially  takes 
over  t^  presiden<9  ef  Baptist 
TheologiuU  Seminary  in  RUschlikon  in 
March. 

Ballenger,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary,  must  cope  both  with  a  money 
crisis  and  with  the  difficulties  imposed 
by  Switzerland's  stiff  quota  system  for 
foreigners,  which  limits  the  number  of 
foreign  faculty  members  the  seminary 
can  have. 

Because  of  the  system,  used  to  pro- 


nileager 


tect  the  Swiss  labor  market.  Ballengei 
had  difficulties  getting  his  own  visa 
renewed,  and  recently  another  South 
em  Baptist  missionary’s  visa  was  de¬ 
nied. 

As  the  seminary’s  interim  presideni 
since  last  summer,  Ballenger  has  al¬ 
ready  become  well  acquainted  with 
the  2^year-old  school’s  financial  prob 
lems,  too. 

“The  American  dollar  is  at  an  all- 
time  low  and  the  costs  of  goods  and 
services  here  are  extremely  high,”  In 
explained  in  an  interview  in  his  Ru» 
chlikon  office.  For  example,  he  said, 
the  seminary  has  to  pay  $15  an  hour  ti 
get  professional  painting  done.  Tc 
cash  a  check  of  any  amount,  it  musi 
pay  a  fee  of  $3. 

The  continuing  decline  in  the  value 
of  the  American  dollar  in  comparison 
with  five  major  currencies  in  EUirope 
aggravates  the  financial  situation.  On 
one  day  in  mid-February,  the  value  of 
the  dollar  dropped  3.2  percent  against 
the  Swiss  franc. 

Asked  about  future  plans  for  the 
seminary,  Ballenger  said  that  hit 
“biggest  worry  is  continuing  what 
we’re  doing.  It’s  a  very  difficult  Ume. 
The  money  is  just  not  there.” 

During  its  February  meeting,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  voted  to  give  the  seminary  an 
additional  $M,730  to  cover  a  M77  de¬ 
ficit  in  its  operating  budget.  ^  in¬ 
stitution  is  sponsored  by  Southern 
Baptiste  through  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  cooperation  with  European 
Baptist  unions. 

Fiiuuicial  support  from  European 
Baptists  is  limited,  however.  Bal¬ 
lenger  said  per  capiu  gifts  to  church 
causes  from  Europeans  are  higher 
than  in  the  United  States  but  the 
number  of  European  Baptiste  is  much 
smaller.  According  to  Baptist  World 
Alliance  figures,  Europe  has  only 
about  1,172,800  BaptlsU.  Of  this 
number,  over  half  live  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  cannot  send  money  out, 
explained  J.  O.  Hughey,  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board’s  secretary  for  Europe, 
the  Middle  Bast  and  South  Asia. 

Ballenger  said  It  has  been  difficult 
for  the  institutian,  which  has  56  full¬ 
time  students,  to  collect  much  In  tui¬ 
tion  because  the  studente  could  get  In¬ 
struction  flee  or  much  chedper  In  pub¬ 
lic  institutions. 


BAPTIST  BECORO  PAGE  S 


Interpretation  Clinics  Set 


The  Missions  Task- 


Third  Sunday  School  Series 
Takes  Systematic  Approach 


Need  You  Be  Mediocre? 


If  this  goal  is  to  be  achieved,  each  church  should  now 
be  in  the  process  of  planning  bow  it  is  to  participate.  Can 
you  think  of  a  more  urgent  call  upon  your  chuitdi  man¬ 
power  and  financial  resources? 

The  last  command  Jesus  gave  before  departing  for 
heaven  was  the  command  to  evangelize  and  con- 
gregationalize  the  peo|^  of  the  earth.  The  door  of  op¬ 
portunity  has  been  opened  wide  and  no  Baptist  of  this 
generation  can  say  he  or  she  didn't  have  an  opportunity 
to  respond  completely  to  Christ’s  command. 

This  effort  will  not  fail  or  succeed  at  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  the  Home  Mission  Board,  the  seminaries,  or 
the  Radio-TV  Commission.  This  worldwide  effort  will 
fail  or  succeed  in  your  church  and  mine. 

Pastors  must  preach  and  lead  out  in  this  effort. 
Budget  and  Finance  Committees  must  recognize  the 
challenge,  feel  the  call,  and  respond  through  a  growing 
commitment  to  missions.  We  are  not  responsible  for  the 
other  churches  but  we  are  responsible  for  our  own 
church. 

May  God  create  within  us  a  holy  discontent  with 
mediocrity,  with  being  average,  and  bum  into  oiir  souls 
a  desire  to  set  the  pace,  lead  the  way  in  personal  and 
church  commitment  to  world  witness  in  our  time. 

May  Baptists  hear  again  Carey's  admonition  to  his 
association,  “Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them 
stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thy  habitations;  SPARE 
NOT:  lengthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes. 
For  thou  Shalt  spread  abroad  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left;  and  thy  seed  shall  nossess  the  nations,  and 
make  the  desolate  cities  to  be  inhabited”  (Is.  M;2-3). 


0^  Sunday  School  ctir-  Jackson  will  help  interpret  the  cur- 
annnay  bcneol  Ceasaltant  riculum.  Each  church  will  need  to  do-  riculum  series  to  youth  workers  while 
A  third  series  of  Sunday  School  cur-  lermine  which  series  best  fits  the  Lee  will  be  working  specifically  with 
riculum  for  youths  and  adults  will  be  needs  of  its  youths  and  adults.  adult  leaders  the  second  half  of  the 

introduced  in  October  of  this  year.  The  The  objective  of  each  series  is  BiUe  conference.  The  first  hour  will  be  a 
Bible  Book  Series  will  take  its  place  study,  but  the  approach  is  different.  joint  meeting  of  la>th  age  group  lead- 
alongside  the  Convention  Uniform  The  objective  of  the  Bible  Book  ers. 

Series  and  the  Life  and  Work  Series.  Series  is  to  study  the  Bible  throu^  a 
Each  of  the  three  Sunday  School  systematic  study  of  books  of  the  Bible.  Bostea  (RNS)  —  The  negative 
curriculum  series  is  for  people  who  The  only  kind  of  study  in  this  series  is  image  of  “gypsies”  here  is  no  better 
want  to  study  the  Bible.  To  help  study  of  Bible  books.  All  W  books  are  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  but 
churches  decide  if  this  new  series  is  for  scheduled  for  study  in  some  way  dur-  *  oneman—withtheaidofchurchlead- 
your  church,  or  which  series  is  best  for  ing  a  nine-year  period.  The  plan  of  ers  like  Cardinal  Humberto  Medeiros 
your  church,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  study  moves  more  or  less  sequentially  gf  Boston  —  is  trying  to  do  something 
Sunday  School  Department  is  conduct-  through  Old  and  New  Testament  books  about  it  Since  their  purported  origin  in 
ing  four  Literature  Interpretation  in  the  order  of  the  historical  period  re- 
Clinics  the  week  of  April  10.  fleeted  in  the  book.  Some  staidy  from 

These  will  be  two-hour  conferences  both  Testaments  is  included  each 
for  youth  and  adult  teachers  and  de-  year. 

partment  leaders  as  well  as  pastors.  The  objective  of  the  Convention 
ministers  of  education,  and  other  staff  Uniform  Series  is  to  study  the  Bible  * 
and  general  officers  in  the  Sunday  through  a  balanced  coverage  of  major 
School.  areas  of  the  Bible  in  six-year  cycles.  A 

These  conferences  will  be  in  four  variety  of  approaches  to  Bible  study  is 
areas  of  the  state  on  consecutive  days,  used,  including  studies  of  Bible  books, 

Monday,  April  10,  the  conference  will  topics,  and  personalities.  A  study  of 
be  at  Calvary  Church,  Jackson;  on  the  life  of  (Christ  or  of  His  teachings  is 
Tuesday,  April  11,  at  First  (Church,  included  each  year. 

Laurel;  on  Thursday,  April  IS,  at  First  The  objective  of  the  Life  and  Work 
Church,  Durant;  and  on  Friday,  April  Series  is  to  study  the  Bible  through  a 
14,  at  First  Church,  Oxford.  The  con-  systematic  study  of  portions  of  the 
ferences  will  be  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Bible  related  to  the  l&e  and  work  of 
Each  curriculum  series  h»  certain  youth  and  adults  and  the  life  and  work 
characteristics  that  set  it  apart.  When  of  Southern  Baptist  churches.  Studies 
the  Bible  Book  Series  was  developed,  of  Bible  books,  topics,  and  per- 
some  slight  changes  were  raa<te  in  sonalities  are  included.  Although  Life 
Convention  Uniform  and  in  Life  and  and  Work  has  no  set  cycle,  the  total 
Work.  scope  of  biblical  content  is  a  factor  in 

In  introducing  the  Bible  Book  Series,  selMting  what  portions  of  the  Bible  to 
the  Sunday  School  Board  is  not  imply-  study. 

ing  that  the  Bible  Book  Series  is  better  Leading  the  April  conferences  from 
than  existing  curriculum  series.  To  the  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
contrary,  the  goal  in  producing  three  Nashville  will  be  Tom  Lee  of  the  Adult 
curriculum  lines  has  been  to  update  Program  Section,  and  Forrest  W. 
the  two  existing  lines  and  to  provide  Jackson  from  the  Youth  Section. 


not  the  best?  Nowhere  in  the  Scriptures  do  you  find  an 
admonition  to  be  average,  to  maintain  the  status  quo,  to 
holdyourown.  We  are  instructed  to  move  forward,  to  go 
into  all  the  world,  to  share  the  gospel  with  every  person . 

Whatever  it  takes  to  achieve  these  objectives  is  what 
our  Lord  expects  and  requires  of  us.  He  ^ces  no  ceiling 
on  what  He  can  call  on  us  to  give  in  His  cause.  He  gave 
His  all.  We  cannot  be  His  disciples  if  we  are  unwilling  to 
do  as  much. 

He  said,  “So  therefore  whosoever  he  be  of  you  that 
renounceth  not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  disci¬ 
ple”  (Lk.  14:33).  In  this  statement  Jesus  removes  all 
limits  on  the  demands  of  disdpleship.  He  has  not  asked 
evep^one  to  give  all.  but  He  certainly  has  that  right. 

Since  we  are  the  first  generation  of  Christians  to  place 
a  timelimit  for  sharing  the  gospel  with  the  wtude  world, 
we  must  look  at  what  that  could  cost. 

In  manpower,  it  will  require  doubling  our  present 
missionary  staff. 

In  money,  it  will  require  tripling  our  current  level  of 
(Cooperative  Program  giving. 

In  lay  involvement,  it  will  require  at  least  10,000  lay 
persons  sharing  their  expertise  teyond  the  local  churdi 
and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 


FM’B  Allocates  Relief  F unds 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  N.  Aldo  sions  had  reached  $22,806,030  —  an  in-  Belo  Horizonte,  Brazil;  and  $750  for  propriated  for  work  in  Ethiopia. 
Broda,  during  the  Foreign  Mission  creaseof$l,311,315overthetotalatthe  prepackaged  medical  kits  for  use  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Mt  that 
Board's  March  meeting,  presented  the  same  time  last  year.  Books  on  the  1977  where  needed.  The  remainder  of  the  ECast  African  country  last  summer 
board's  executive  director.  Baker  J.  offering  will  remain  open  until  the  end  relief  total,  $25,000,  involved  ratifica-  amid  mounting  political  tensions. 
Cauthen,  with  two  copies  of  “La  Biblia  of  May.  tion  of  money  already  released  on  an  Another  *2*  OOO  was  returned  to  the 

deEstudioMundodlispano.”  The  book  —Confirmed  plans  for  its  April  10-12  emergency  basis  for  flood  and  famine 

is  a  new  study  Bible  the  Spanish  Bap-  meeUng  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  where  vicUms  in  Zambia.  JJ:;, 

list  Publishing  H^  has  pubUsh^  about  20  mwsiona^s  will  be  ap-  H.^eraU«aUons  include  M.W  for  ,trictei  Sahel  region  of  Wert® a 

for  use  ui  more  than  40  countries  to  pointed  in  the  14,000-seat  Tarrant  the  Thailand  refugee  project  and  ™,iHh*dnn»mnr»»ff«otiw»ivhviM*. 

which  it  supplies  literature  and  church  County  ConvenUon  Center  arena  at  $6,000  for  drilling  of  water  wells  on  Old  j  locally  owned  trucks  rattw  than 

materials.  7:15  p.m.  April  11.  Providence  Ifland,  Colombia.  buvina  a  larae  truck  to  do  the  lob 

Broda  is  the  first  Latin  American  to  '  — AUocaM  $69,250  for  world  relief  For  the  first  two  months  of  1978,  tre-  ^ 

head  the  El  Paso-based  institution  projects  and  $10,500  for  world  hunger,  asurer  Everett  L.  Deane  reported,  A  smaller  three-ton  truck  that  can' 
since  its  founding  in  1906.  He  formerly  ITie  relief  work  includes  $30,000  for  Southern  Baptists’  relief  and  hunger  travel  farther  into  the  interior  of  the 
directed  the  Argentine  Baptist  Ckm-  rebuilding  homes  destroyed  in  Argen-  giving  total  $106,306,  less  than  half  the  drought  area  was  purchased  for 
ventions  publications  work.  tina’s  severe  earthquake  last  amount  given  in  the  same  two  months  $18,000  with  relief  fun^  and  $5,000  is 

In  addition,  the  board:  ,  November;  $11,000  to  continue  work  last  year.  being  used  to  lease  the  large,  locally 

—Heard  a  report  that  contributions  with  Cambodian  and  Vietnamese  re-  General  relief  funds  were  bolstered,  owned  trucks  to  haul  the  grain  from 

through  March  7  for  the  Lottie  Moon  fugees  in  Thailand  during  the  next  however,  by  board  action  returning  the  ports  to  interior  distribution 
(Christmas  Offering  for  foreign  mis-  three  months;  $2,500  for  flood  relief  in  $100,000  which  originally  had  been  ap-  points. 

church  efforts  to  affect  public  policy,  woes  a  y 
advanced  through  the  House  (Commit- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary.  a 

James  E.  Wood  Jr.,  executive  direc-  a 
tof'  bl  the' Baptist' Joint  t^mmittiee  oh  £ 

P^<<Xll^.iri'<6tiiHMjf'$iibinll(ed  | 
to  the  judiciary  committee  urged  that  a 
churches  be  excluded  from  the  re-  $ 
quirements  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  $494).  a 
“We  believe  that  the  bill  as  now  con-  a 
structed  seriously  jeopardizes  the  { 
guarantees  of  the  First  Amendment  a 
with  regard  to  ‘the  free  exercise  of  re-  a 
ligion,’  ”  Wood  said. 

The  Senate  Governmental  Affairs  a 
Committee  is  also  working  on  lobby  a 
disclosure  bills  but  has  not  yet  issued  a  { 
final  version.  ,  • 

The  House  measure  would  require  a 
registration  with  the  government  by  $ 
any  organization  or  group  of  individu-  a 
als  which  spends  $2,500  in  any  quarter  a 
to  lobby  or  draft  lobbying  communica-  $ 
tions  or  which  employs  one  or  more  a 
persons  who  lobby  13  or  more  days  per  a 
quarter  or  two  or  more  persons  who  * 
lobby  seven  or  more  days  per  quarter,  a 
Wood  asserted  that  involvement  of  a 
the  church  in  public  affairs  is  “an  in-  { 
escapable  responsibility”  and  “integ-  a 
ral  to  the  mission  and  ministry  of  the  a 
church  .  .  .  H.  R.  8494  clearly  puts  a  { 
substantial  burden  on  the  churches  of  a 
accountability  to  government  for  a 
maintaining  an  advocacy  role  in  pub-  * 
lie  affairs  and  in  the  formulation  of  a 
public  policy.”  a 

The  bill  would  require  information  { 
identifying  the  organization  and  its  * 
lobbyists  as  well  as  the  issues  of  con-  a 


Requires  Disclosure 


Burmese  Baptize  i  ,Oak  Forest  WMU  Hpstc'l'-:^ 
6,215  In  One  Day  \  Church  To  Cehtehmal  Party 


itf«a* 


Baptist  membership  <d  321,525  in  « 
Burma.  These  are  large  figures  in  { 
the  midst  of  a  population  judged  to  « 
be  85  percent  0bddhist.  Mis-  « 
sionaries  have  not  been  permitted  * 
in  Burma  since  May  1966.  « 

San  Lone's  letter  to  the  Baptist  * 
World  Alliance  said  that  "the  * 

.  Kachin  people  made  it  a  point  to  * 
be  present  at  the  big  meeting  to  « 
give  thanks  to  God  ai^  consecrate  * 

themselves  anew,”  some  of  them  « 
traveling  more  than  10  days  « 
through  the  hilly  country  to  get  * 
there.  The  (^istmas  Day  wor-  a 

ship  service  saw  35,000  people  t 

seated  at  communion.  J 

t  For  the  mass  baptism,  San  Lone  a 
reported,  “The  candidates  and  « 

100  ordained  pastors  marched  to  { 

the  Irrawaddy  River  in  proces-  a 

Sion  carrying  banners  of  the  a 

Ooss.”  * 

Kachin  Baptists  made  plans  for  a 

a  three  -  year  evangelistic  out-  a 

reach,  and  decided  to  open  two  { 

new  mission  fields.  Six  hundred  a 

volunteered  to  implement  the  a 

program,  300  more  than  needed.  J 

"The  people  selected  (from  the  a 

volunteers)  are  new  ufidergoing  « 

40  days  of  intensive  training  to 
serve  as  a  task  force  for  a 

evangelistic  outreach.”'San  Lone  a 

reported.  * 


Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  Oak 
Forest  Church,  Jackson,  gave  a  On- 
tennial  birthday  party  for  the  entire 
phurch  on  Sunday  ni^t,  March  19. 

Fellowship  HaU  was  decorated  with 
gold  and  purple  streamers  and  bal¬ 
loons.  WMU  members  wore  long  drert' 
ses  typical  of  the  late  1800’s  a^  the 
early  1900’s. 

The  party  to  celebrate  100  years  of 
Mississippi  WMU  began  with  the  con¬ 
gregation  gathered  around  the  giant 
birth'day  cake,  as  100  candles  were 
lighted.  The  cake  was  created  by  Betty 
Davis  and  Sandra  Harrell.  And  deco¬ 
rated  with  the  WMU  Centennial 
Emblem,  a  magnolia  in  the  center. 

Evelyn  Keyes  and  Peggy  Keyes  had 
created  a  large  Ontennial  plaque  for 
this  occasion.  It  features  the  Onten- 
nial  emblem,  lettered  in  white  on  pur¬ 
ple  background,  with  a  magi:..  Ua  in  the 
center.  It  has  been  framed  and  will  be 
displayed  in  a  prominent  place  in  the 
church. 

'  The  Baptist  Women  and  BYW  booth 
featured  literature  from  long  ago,  with 
pictures  of  early  WMU  meetings. 

The  Acteens  and  GA's  worked  to¬ 
gether  on  a  booth  to  show  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  the  Sunbeam  Band.  Early  and 
current  GA  magazines  and  GA  Coro¬ 
nation  pictures  were  displayed.  Dot 
Porter  is  the  GA  director. 

The  Mission  Friends  booth  helped  to 
depict  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  children’s  mission  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Royal  Ambassadors  took  part  in  the 
Fair.  Their  booth  showed  in  pictorial 
form  the  major  events  in  RA  history  In 
Mississippi. 


Hustad  To  Lead 


Workshop  For  o*  •  g-ti  i  rlSlt  4O 

Organists  State  Smging  Churchmen 

“  •  and  Central  Mississippi  will  take  place 

Donald  P.  Hustad  will  conduct  a  A  wivig-af mgaA  A^l  10-12. 

two-day  church  organist  workshop  in  0^1.  AlMg  A-rwlCo  The  three  day,  two  night  tour  will 

Gulfport  on  April  lOandll.  Mississippi  leave  JacksonbybusatOa.m.  Monday 

Music.  Inc.  of  Biloxi  The  Mississippi  Singing  dent  —  J.  T.  Haimafgrd,  minister  of  April  10  and  return  to  Jackson  Wed- 
X  is  the  workshop  Churchmen.  Mississippi  Singing  Wo-  music.  First  Church,  Maes  Point;  vice  nesday  afternoon,  April  12.  , 

sponsor.  men.  The  Singing  Churchmen  Hand-  president  and  preeident-elect  —  J.  M.  Puipose  of  the  1978  State  Mission 

C  The  workshop  bells  and  Brass  Eneemblee  will  appear  Wood,  minister  of  music,  Broadmoor  Tour  is  to  provide  Mississippi  Baptists 

will  be  conducted  at  inconcertattheBaptistChildren'sVll-  Church,  Jackson;  secretary/ trea-  the  opportunity  to  see  how  mission 
the  Jefferson  Davis  lage  Chapel  on  March  27  at  7  p.m.  surer  —  Agnes  Bataan,  (hurch  Music  monies  are  being  spent  and  to  observe 
Junior  (hllege  Fine  The  next  day,  March  3$,  the  Singing  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  (hn-  the  needs  and  methods  in  mission 
^^B^^HArts  Auditorium  (hurchmen  and  their  instrumental  vention  Board,  Jacksm;  work. 

with  sessions  from  ensembles  will  be  on  program  of  the  Area  Directors  North  Area  —  Along  the  Mississippi  coast,  the  tour 
JMB^BH8:30  to  12  a.m.  and  Mississippi  State  WMU  Convention  at  Gegrge  McFadin  minister  of  music.  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assem- 

Hastad  from  1:30  to  5  p.m.  First  Church,  Jackson,  at  11  a.m.  and  FirrtChurch,  Oxford;  Central  Area—  My,  seamen’s  ministries.  language 
The  session  on  April  10  will  be  con-  2:30  p.m.  Bill  Barnes,  minister  of  music  Morri-  minUtries.  new 

ducted  toward  the  less  formal  gospel-  Thenext  public  appearance  for  the  HeighU  Church,  CUnton;  South  "Won  work,  and  other  association 
type  denominations;  April  11  will  be  group  ^1  be  at  the  dedicatory  ser^  Area  -  Lloyd  Mims,  minister  of 

conducted  toward  the  more  formal  of  (Rdfshore  Assembly  on  May  $,'at  Chlllm  Church  In  New  Orleans,  the  tour  will  see  the 

atmosphere  Both  sessions  will  include  7:38p.ra.  Pi.wiritw  riii  luuur.  rii  Men’s  rescue  mission,  Rartel 

qjt^ve  performances  on  the  The  Churchmen  will  have  a  retreat  Sims  river  ministry.  Friendship 

Baldwin  Modrt  640  Organ,  May  5  and  6.  which  wiU  precede  the  House.  Sellers  Home  and  Adopti^ 

HusUd  Is  professor  of  church  music  organizational  meeting  of  the  Missis-  Seminary,  and 

at  the  South^  Baptist  Theological  sippi  Church  Music  Conference  This  home  mission  work 

Seminary,  Louisville.  Ky  will  also  be  held  at  (Xilfshore  Assem-  Bosrd.  Jackson.  ontral  Mississippi,  the  group 

There  is  no  charge  for  attending  My.  Orchestral  coordinator  —  Jesse  visit  Baptists  stu^t  ministries 

these  sessions.  Registration  is  open  to  Recently,  the  Singing  Churchmen  Bennett,  minister  of  murtc.  North  (^1-  wi  college  campuses,  ministries  to  de- 

bjI  accepted  an  invitation  to  sing  Monday,  vary  Church,  Philadelpliia;  Handbell  knquent  youths,  resort  ministries. 

If  you  desire  advance  registration  June  12,  during  the  Southern  Baptist  director  —  Perry  Robinson,  minister  CoodwIII  Center  ministries,  and 

contact  Uoyd  Rollins  or  Phil  Beining,  (Jhurch  Music  Conference  at  the  of  music,  Salem  (Church,  Odltoie;  and  eilnistries  with  National  Baptists. 

Mississippi  Music.  Inc. .  P.  O.  Box  4564  Wieiica  Road  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  audio-visual  director  —  John  McCall  Any  interested  person  Is  invited  to 

Wert  Biloxi,  Biloxi,  MS  39631.  (Phone  (teorgia.  Ill,  minister  of  music.  First  Church,  lake  the  tour  which  will  cost  $40  per 

001-300-6547!)  Officers  for  this  group  are:  preai-  'West  Point.  person,  which  includes  two  nights' 


The  Board  of  Tmstees,  FacoMy 
And  Stodeats  of 


Clarke  College 


Request  the  Hoosr  tf  year  presence 
At  the  Inaagaralisa  of 

Sidney  L.  Harris 

As  Prertdeat  of  the  College 
Saturday  Aftemssa  the  First  of  April 
At  Twe-thirty  o'dsek 
NhMteea  Hsadred  aad  Seventy-eight 
la  the  Saactaary  of 

First  Baptist  Chorch,  Newton,  Mississippi 


OfFtCIAL  JOURNAL  Of  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Editorials 


The  resurrection  at  Jesus  was  the  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  announcement 
most  dramatic  event  in  all  o(  history.  was  one  of  amazement;  but  the  won^ 

Perhaps  the  most  dramatic  account  became  convinced  of  the  resurrection 
of  that  event  is  found  in  Luke's  gospel  when  the  two  men  reminded  them  of 
as  he  describes  the  journey  of  the  Jesus’  declaration  that  he  would  rise 
women  to  the  tomb,  where  they  were  again  on  the  third  day. 
met  by  an  empty  tomb  and  then  the  They  went  to  tell  the  disciples,  who 
appearance  of  two  men  in  white  clo-  did  not  believe  them  at  all.  The  n^ 
thing.  The  two  men  announced  the  re-  became  convinced  of  the  resurrection 
surrection  by  saying,  “Why  seek  ye  only  after  a  fnst-hand  experience  with 
the  living  among  the  dead?”  the  risen  Lord. 

And  there  it  was.  He  had  indeed  Once  they  had  mrt  the  ris«  King^ 
risen  from  the  dead  as  He  said  He  however,  they  turned  the  world  upside 
would.  Evidently,  no  one  had  believed  down. 

Him.  His  disciples  had  completely  We  have  first-hand  experiences  with 
given  up  hope  and  ^  women  had  gone  that  same  risen  King  toddy,  but  for  the 
to  the  tomb  to  anoint  the  body.  most  part  we  are  able  to  accept  them 

In  addition  to  asking  the  question  to  and  appreciate  them  without  doing 
give  more  emphasis  to  the  fact  of  their  much  of  anything  about  them.  Those 

imnouncement,  the  two  men  may  have  first  disciples  could  not  help  but  tell  all 

been  chastising  the  women  to  some  who  would  listen  what  they  had  seen 
degree  for  thinking  that  Christ  was  and  heard. 

going  to  be  in  the  tomb.  The  gospel  of  John  has  another  of  the 


Faces  'And  Places 

By  Anne  Washbuni  McWilliams 


New”  Cooperative  Program  .  .  . 

The  Entire  Church  Serves 


I  Know 
He  Lives 


Pastor  Carl  Nelson  of  Pelahatchie 
was  in  the  office  a  short  time  back  and 
in  the  course  of  the  conversation  he  let 
it  slip  that  he  had  been  going  here  and 
there  in  speaking  engagements  talk¬ 
ing  about  a  “new  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram.” 

New,  indeedi  What  kind  of  strange 
talk  is  this? 

It  was  not  so  strange  when  Carl 
began  explaining  it. 

He  points  out  that  many  churches 


Losing  The  Cross 


-oizi'W  ii'nEmoW 


There  are  some  folks  in  St  Paul, 
Minnesota  who  are  upset.  An  antique 
cross  made  of  brass  was  apparently 
stolen  from  the  House  of  Hope 
Presbyterian  Church,  where  the  fun¬ 
eral  of  Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey 
was  held  January  M.  The  cross,  ISO 
yesrs  old  and  valued  at  $S00,  has  not 
been  seen  since  the  service.  It  is 
theorized  that  when  the  spectators 
were  permitted  in  the  church  after  the 
senator's  funeral  to  take  flowers  as 
remembrances,  one  of  them  must 
have  brazenly  made  off  with  the  cross 
of  brass. 

Having  a  valuable,  visible  cross 
flagrantly  stolen  from  your  church 
might  indeed  be  upsetting.  However, 
there  is  a  more  subtle  theft  of  the  cross 
that  should  cause  greater  consterna¬ 
tion.  When  a  church  is  robbed,  no  mat¬ 
ter  by  what  means,  of  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  ancient  symbol  of  Chriktian- 


Letters  To  The  Edito 


John  ian  living.  Proverb  23: 7  says.  For  as  he 
thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he. 
iman  A  sroman  that  feareth  (worships) 
ras  a  the  Lord,  she  shall  be  praised.  From 
el  —  Proverb  31. 

f .  She  Mr*-  ElsthA  Hegwood 

Read  Jackson,  MS 


Women  In  The  Bible  ere** 

the  son  had  it. 

Dear  Editor:  And  in  Acts  33:4  Paul  said.  “And  I 

I  read  the  letters  in  the  Reesrd  and  it  persecuted  this  way  unto  the  death, 
interested  me  about  what  the  people  binding,  and  delivering  into  prisons 
have  said  about  the  woman's  role  in  both  men  and  women.”  This  was  when 
the  Bible  or  in  the  gospels.  Paul  was  trying  to  wipe  out  the  gospel 

Paul  wrote  to  the  church  in  Philip-  carrying  CT^stians  and  before  he  was 
plans  4:3  I  quote,  “Help  those  women  confronted  by  Christ  on  the  road  to 
which  laboured  with  me  in  the  gospel.”  Damascus. 

In  Second  Timothy  I  :S  Paul  praises  In  Acts  1:8  Jesus  promised  power  to 
hist,male  friend  Timothy  by  giving  the  people  who  carried  the  gospel.  Also 
Timothy’s  grandmother  and  mother  in  verses  13  and  14  the  men  and  the 

women  (about  120)  remained  to- 
.  _  .  -  .  gether,  waiting  for  the  Holy  Ghost. 

UC  After  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 

(Christ  was  risen  from  the  dead.  He  and 
JaZas^CMM  theangelsspoketothewomen;  andthe 


By  Rsa  KirUaad  word;  it  can  be  as  practical  as  tithing 

and  as  sound  as  the  New  Testament 
“Who  rules  the  Baptist  Church?”  and  still  go  untried  because  Sumovem 
This  startling  question  was  asked  by  a  might  not  like  it.  Sumovem  does  not 
Catholic  friend  who  really  wanted  to  say  much  himself;  others  speak  for 
know.  Being  a  properly  trained  Bap-  him.  We  frequently  hear  his  prophet 
tist  minister,  I  quickly  responded  pi-  say,  “Now  I  don’t  object  to  this,  but 
ously  with  a  good  Baptist  answer,  Sumovem  might  be  offended.”  Again 
“God  rules  the  Baptist  Church.”  his  prophet  speaks : 

“But  who  makes  the  business  deci-  “I  know  we  should  reach  out  to  all 
skms  in  the  church;  who  decides  what  people,  regardless  of  their  social  class, 
will  and  will  not  be  done  in  the  church?  national  origin,  or  race,  but  Sumovem 
Who  is  the  Baptist  Pope?”  my  friend  might  leave  if  we  do." 
continued  to  ask.  “Our  gifts  to  missions  are  dosra  this 

I  wanted  to  tell  my  friend  that  as  a  year,  but  Sumovem  thought  that  we 
body  of  priesU,  the  Baptist  Congrega-  should  ,  use  our  money  for  other 
tion  is  led  of  God  through  the  H^y  things.” 

Spirit  to  make  decisions.  Under  a  “I  think  we  should  do  something 
theocracy,  God  will  lead  most  of  His  about  the  needs  of  others  around  us, 
people  to  make  the  proper  decision,  but  Sumovem  may  not  approve  If  we 
While  it  may  appear  to  be  a  democra-  use  God’s  money  to  help  them.” 
cy,  the  people  are  not  expressing  their  “We>j*cre  going  to  try  that  new 
peraonal  wishes,  but  are  expressing  program  last  year,  but  Sumovem  did 
the  will  of  God  who  leads  them.  That  is  not  like  it.” 

what  I  wanted  to  tell  him,  but'I  had  Pastors,  staff  members,  commit- 
reservations  about  speaking  so  tees,  and  deacons  should  always  coiv 
idealistically  about  a  process  that  alder  the  feelings  of  all  the  people  in 
usually  does  not  go  so  ideally.  the  church.  However,  we  cannot  allow 

Sitting  In  on  committee  meetings,  a  vague  fear  of  whatViight  be  said  to 
church  council  meetings,  and  deacon  prevent  us  from  doing  what  we  believe 
meetings  had  Introduced  me  to  a  force  God  would  have  us  do. 
that  Is  perhaps  as  powerful  in  Baptist  I  finally  answered  my  friend's  ques- 
churchn  as  any  Pope  has  been  in  the  tion  by  saying,  “We  do  our  best  to 
Catholic  Church.  The  fear  of  what  the  allow  God  to  lead  us,  but  we  sometimes 
Baptist  Pope  might  say  has  caused  confuse  our  own  wills  with  God;s  will 
many  life  changing  plans  to  go  unfulfil-  and  make  mistakes.  But  even  then, 
led.  No  one  has  ever  seen  our  king,  but  God  will  lead  us  out  of  the  wildemeas 
his  influence  Is  always  present  in  we  have  created  for  ourselvea  —  that 
every  business  meeting.  He  is  the  Is,  If  Sumovem  Will  just  follow  Him. 
great  King  Sumovem.  Ron  Kirkland 

Every  new  ministry,  each  new  Ibea, 
and  all  church  programs  must  meet 

Sumovem’s  approval.  An  Idea  can  be  KlrUaad  Is  pastsr  sf  Cwtral 

bom  o^prayer  and  founded  on  God’s  Cknreh,  McCamb. 


Thank  You,  Lord 


The  Seed  Sown  Multipl 


The  Home  Bible  Study  book  is  going  into  its  second  printing  here.  One 
lady  in  Monterrey  now  has  a  dozen  or  more  neighbors  studying  in  her 
home.  For  years  they  had  all  refused  toattend  any  services  at  her  church. 

People  still  shock  us.  A  young  couple  in  Tabasco  tell  us  now  tfiat  they  are 
Christians,  there  Is  more  money  than  they  know  what  to  do  with.  One  year 
agoa  farmer  opened  a  mission  in  a  nearby  town.  On  a  recent  visit,  we  found 
the  town  to  be  almost  totally  Christian. 

—Lee  and  Ruthie  Baggett 
Missionaries  to  Mexico 
THROUGH  THE  COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 


At  Wake  Forest 


Leaders  Compromise 
With  The  Trustees 

WINSTON  SALEM,  N.  C.  (BP)  —  $85,000  portion  designated  for  the 
Trustees  of  Wake  Forest  University  greenhouse  because  a  building  does 
have  reached  a  compromise  with  the  not  fulfill  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
executive  committee  of  the  Baptist  “services  rendered”  recrement  for 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  acceptance  of  government  funds, 
that  will  allow  Wake  Forest  to  keep  North  Carolina  Baptists  do  not  feel  a 
evSI^  dollar  of  a  $2W, 600  National  Sci-  building  on  their  campus  can  return  a 
ence  Foundation  grant  to  the  biology  service  to  the  fundi^  source,  in  this 
department.  \  case  the  National  Science  Foundation, 

The  qatnpromise  calls  for  a  techni-  and  that  violates  separation  of  church 
cal  shifting  of  the  controversial  $85,000  and  state.  ' 
portion  of  the  grant  designated  for 
construction  of  a  greenhouse  to  extend 
the  endowed  three-year  study  to  four 
years.  Wake  Forest  will  replace  the 
$85,000  necessary  to  pay  for  the  al¬ 
ready  constructed  greenhouse  from  its 
own  budget. 

The  trustees  agreed  to  come  before 
the  convention's  services  rendered 
committee  with  all  future  requests  for 
federal  funds. 

The  compromise  effort  must  be  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  General  Board  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  which  meets  May  30-31  on  the 
Chowan  College  campus,  Murfrees¬ 
boro.  N.  C. 

The  crisis  between  Wake  Forest 
trustees  and  the  North  Carolina  con¬ 
vention  leadership  began  Dec.  9,  1977 
when  the  trustees  voted  to  accept 
without  restriction  the  $299,600  grant, 
contrary  to  a  directive  by  messengers 
at  the  1977  Baptist  state  convention. 

Convention  voters  rejected  the 


Marjaan  Pattarson,  ExacuUva  Olroc- 
tor,  Miaalaaippi  WMU,  praaants  tha  first 
copy  of  her  book  COVERED  FOUNDA¬ 
TIONS.  tha  history  of  Mississippi  WMU. 
to  Margarat  Parks.  First,  New  Albany. 


Actssns  from  Wsst  Jackson,  Tupafo,  prasantsd  a  “Missions  Fashion  Show"  during  Qusana’  Court  at  Qaraywa.  Each  girt  wors  a 
drsss  raprasanting  a  country  whsrs  Southsm  Baptists  havs  mission  work.  Each  mads  tha  draas  aha  wors  as  a  part  of  ona  mission 
study  activity  in  Studiact. 


Golden  Gate 
Sets  Alumni 
Luncheon 


MILL  VALLEY .  CaUf .  -  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Baptist 
Theolopcal  Seminary  Alumni  Amoci- 
ation  will  be  held  June  14  at  Druid  Hills 
Baptist  Church  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

'The  meeting  is  scheduled  to  coincide 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  event  trill  be  a  luncheon  meeting 
open  to  all  graduates,  former  students 
and  friends  of  the  Seminary.  Advance 
reservations  are  required.  Tickets 
may  be  ordered  for  $5  each  by  contact¬ 
ing  the  Alumni  Office  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.  94941, 
(4151  3888080. 


Acteans  Sarvics  Aidas  attanding  Quaens'  Court  at  (Jaipywa  wara  (toft  to  right) 
Sharria  Lavans,  New  Hopa.  Qulfport;  Patricia  Mason,  Rocky  Creak.  Lucadale:  Sudia 
Jordan.  Wellman.  Bogus  Chitto:  Margaret  Parks.  First.  New  Albany;  Lsla  Mitchell. 
Barbara  Roziar,  Ida  Mitchell.  Linda  Brewer,  Calvary.  Oraanwood:  Staphanto  Casa. 
Bethel,  Bogus  Chitto.  Thaas  girls  were  recognized  tor  having  achiovad  tha  highest 
level  of  achievement  in  tha  Actaens  Studiact  program. 


Spaaksrs  on  tha  Saturday  avaning  banquet  progrs.m  wara  (toft  to  right):  Marilyn 
Hopkins,  state  Acteans  consultant.  Mississippi  WMU :  Mrs.  Robsrt  Smira,  state  WMU 
president:  Marjean  Patterson,  axacubva  director,  Mississippi  WMU;  Mrs.  Bob 
Hdifield.  missionary  to  Italy. 


Queens’  Court  Takes  Theme 
From  Centennial  Hymn 

By  Marllya  HopUas 


Revival  Dntes 


Calvary  Charch,  MerkUaa;  March  Macadoala  Church,  Hattiesburg: 
28-31;  L^man  Strausa,  Bible  teacher  March  19-24;  7:30  p.m.;  John  Merck, 
and  evangelist  from  Philadelphia,  pastor  of  Shiloh  Church,  Saraland, 
Pa.,  evangelist;  Carl  Bridgman,  Cal-  Ala.,  evangelist;  Ken  Barlow,  minis- 
yary’s  new  minister  of  music,  in  ter  ^  music  of  Main  Street  (^urch, 

a.m.  Bogalusa,  La.,  in  charge  of  music; 
lay.  Mitchell  Smith,  pastor;  Robert  Boling, 

M.  minister  of  music. 


Calvary  Church,  Nesrtou:  April  2-7; 
David  Kendall,  Suburban  Church, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  evangelist;  Clarke 
Adams,  professor  of  C^li^e  College, 
singer;  services  Sunday  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.,  weekdays  7  p.m. ;  Henry  Adams, 
pastor. 

Rabinaou  Street  Church,  Jarkiiu: 
March  27  -  April  1,  Robert  L.  Hamblin, 
pastor  of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo, 
evangelist;  Bill  Collum,  guest  music 
director;  services  10:30  a.m.  and  7:30 
p.m.  Jotm  G.  McDonald,  pastor. 


“To  Win  Our  Land  For  Christ”  was  the  theme  for  the 
state-wide  Acteens  (Queens’  Court  at  Camp  Garaywa, 
March  10-12.  The  theme  was  taken  from  the  WMU  Cen¬ 
tennial  hymn,  ‘To  Win  Our  Land  For  (Christ,  Our  Mis¬ 
sion  Task.'  Acteens  and  their  leaders  celebrated  Mis¬ 
sissippi  WMU’s  Centennial  during  the  weekend  to¬ 
gether,  looking  at  the  past  100  years  and  being  chal¬ 
lenged  by  the  future. 

Throughout  the  weekend  212  Acteens  and  their  lead¬ 
ers  were  challenged  to  prepare  themselves  spiritually, 
mentally  and  emotionally  to  face  the  world  in  wbi^ 
they  live.  They  were  told.  “If  we  are  to  win  our  world  to 
Christ  by  the  year  2,000,  Acteens  must  prepare  to  wit¬ 
ness  boldly  for  Christ!” 

Marjean  Patterson,  executive  director,  Mississippi 
WMU,  opened  the  flrst  session  and  welcomed  the  Ac- 
teeMUnd  4heir  leaders  to  this  Mstoric  (Queens’  <lourt, 
ThtFlttilftie'  was  directed'by  Dobn  Poole,  minister  of 
youth,  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  The  pianist  was 
Janie  Boykin  of  Pascagoula. 

In  “Our  Land,”  Jerry  and  Carol  Simon,  missionaries 
to  Taiwan,  and  Mrs.  Robert  (Flora)  Holifield,  missio¬ 
nary  to  Italy,  shared  the  news  of  what  the  Lord  is  doing 
in  these  two  countries.  Home  missionaries  Paul  and 
Fran  Vandercook,  Mississippi  Gulf  C!oast,  told  of  their 
work  with  internationals,  seamen  and  Indians,  and  in 
literacy  work. 

Special  conferences  were  led  by  Acteen  leaders  in 
“Studiact  Activities,”  “Direct  Evangelism,”  and 
“Mission  Acteen.”  preparing  Acteens  to  help  win  their 


land  for  C!hrist. 

A  special  WMU  Ontennial  presentation  was  made  cha^e  of  music;  services  at  10 
Saturday  by  Marjean  Patterson,  as  she  presented  her 
new  bo^,  a  history  of  Mississippi  WMU,  Cevered 
Faaadatiaas.  Miss  Patterson  was  directed  by  Missis¬ 
sippi  WMU  to  write  the  history  during  this  (^mtennial 
year.  The  book  was  presented  to  Margaret  Parks,  First 
Church,  New  Albany,  the  oldest  Acteen  present  during 
the  weekend.  An  autograph  party  had  been  arrai^ed 
with  Miss  Patterson  for  tiM  Acteens  and  their  leaders 
who  wanted  to  buy  Covered  Fouadatiaas. 

One  of  the  weekend  highlights  was  the  Acteen  (jueens’ 

Banquet  Saturday  evening.“Memories”  was  the  theme 
Several  Acteens  and  leaders  told  about  the  meaningful 
experiences  they  had  had  in  missions  education.  Ac¬ 
teens  were  recognized  for  their  achievements  in 
Studiact  and  for  having  attended  the  1978  Queens'  Court 
during  the  WMU  Centennial  year. 

Every  Acteen  attending  Queens'  Oiurt  is  involved  in 
Studiact,  the  individual  achievement  plan  for  Acteens. 

Studiact  involves  the  Acteens  in  mission  study,  mission 
action,  mission  support,  and  mission  organizations, 
beyond  the  regular  ureekly  meetings.  Elach  activity  in 
Studiact  strives  to  instill  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  each 
girl  a  deeper  love  for  missions  and  her  involvement  in 
winning  her  world. 

(NOTE:  Marilyn  Hopkins,  state  Acteens  consultant, 
directed  the  ()uew'  Court  which  is  sponsored  by  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union. ) 


7  Ctarch.  Brandou:  April  ^7; 

wary,  pasior.  revival  theme:  “Because  He  Uves,” 

Highland  Charch,  Vicksburg:  James  Fancher,  Jackson,  special 
March  2831;  services  at  noon  and  7  preaching  ministries,  evangelist; 
p.m.;  James  Fancher,  Jackson,  Mike  Smith,  minister  of  music.  Rich- 
evangelist;  Hubert  Greer,  Brookha-  land  (3)urch,  guest  musician;  week- 
ven,  singer;  John  Alexander,  interim  day  services  7  a.m.  and  7:30 p.m.;  W. 
pastor.  Thomas  Baddley,  pastor. 


Religion  is  meant  to  be  bread  for 
daily  use.  not  cake  for  special  occas- 
sions. 


Carolyn  Weatherford,  native  of 
House,  Miss.,  who  is  executive 
secretary  of  the  Woman's  Missio¬ 
nary  Union,  SBC,  will  be  guest 
speaker  at  Calvary  Church, 
Jackson,  during  the  r^ular  even¬ 
ing  worship  service,  Easter  Sun¬ 
day,  at  7:30  p.m.  Joe  H.  Tuten  is 
pasior. 

Carllss  Odom,  Little  Rock,  Ar¬ 
kansas,  will  spe^  at  the  Richland 
Church.  Richland,  on  Easter  Sun- 
day,  March  26, 
at  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  Pastor 

||B  liamson,  Jr. 
heard  Odom 
speak  to  the 
Swthern  Bap- 
■  tist  Convention 

^  Pastor's  Con- 

Odem  ference  in 

Kansas  City  in  1977.  When  the 
March  26  speaking  date  was  con¬ 
firmed,  neither  realized  that  was 
Easter  Sunday.  At  age  15,  in 
the  third  grade,  unable  to  walk 
or  talk  normally,  Odom 

turned  his  life  over  to  God.  With 
cerebral  palsey ,  he  could  not  walk 
until  age  six.  His  parents  were 
told  that  he  would  be  better  off 
dead.  He  started  to  school  at  age 
12.  But,  because  of  God's  mercy, 
for  25  years  he  has  traveled 
through  27  states  and  abroad,  tel¬ 
ling  of  God's  miracle-working 
power  in  his  life. 


Lee  Castro,  better  known  as 
“The  Gospel  Singing 
Troubadour”  will  present  “The 
Easter  ^ory  —  A  Sermon  In 
Song”  Blaster  night  at  7  o'clock  at 
the  Sunshine  Church.  Hi^way  80 
Blast  Jackson.  Currently  the  Sing¬ 
ing  Troubadour  is  bringing  the 
7:25  a.m.  devotions  on  WJTV 
Channel  12  through  March  24. 
Mike  Willoughby  is  the  pastor. 

Marti  Solomoa  has  accepted  the 
call  from  First  Church  in  Kilgore, 
Tex.  to  serve  as  minister  of  youth. 

The  daughter 
of  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 

^A.  C.  Solomon 
of  Vicksburg, 


Them  as  Leslie  (Tam)  Aathaay, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Anthony 
oflWTAvondale,  Jackson,  has 
accepted  a  pos- 

^^^^^^^^fition  as 

di  rector 

^^HH^^HFirst 

^^^^B^^HTemple, 

Anthony  is  the 
^^^^^H^Hnephew  of  Blve- 

BHB^IHHconsultant 
Aathsay  -  the  Church 
Training  Department,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
He  grew  up  in  Jackson  and 
graduated  from  Murrah  High 
School  and  Mississippi  College. 
He  received  the  M.R.E.  degree 
from  southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  in  December, 


Staff  Changi 


John  Catrer  has  resigned  Progress 
( Pike )  to  become  pastor  of  Ferry  Lake 
Church  in  Oil  City,  La. 

Silver  Springs  (Pike)  has  given  up 
its  pastor  to  Louisiana.  Larry  Sweat 
has  moved  to  Bogalusa  and  is  pastor  of 
Main  Street  Church. 


■  graduate 
Mississippi 
College.  She 
received  the 
Master  of  Re- 
Solomon  ligious  Educa¬ 
tion  degree  ffom  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

Chris  Curtiss,  student  at  aarke 
College,  and  Janice  Snow, 
graduate  of  Meridian  High 
School,  assisted  in  the  youth  revi¬ 
val  held  March  17,  18,  and  19  at 
First  Church,  Lauderdale.  Jerry 
Bishop  is  the  pastor. 


t  tended  William  First,  Boyle.  A 

Orey  College.  He  graduate  of  Missis- 

received  the  Master  sippi  College,  he  re- 

of  Church  Music  S  ccived  the  Doctor  of 

Degree  from  New  Ministry  degree 

Orleans  Seminary.  from  New  Orleans 

He  is  coming  from  Seminary.  He  is 

First  Baptist  married  to  the 

Church  of  Cocoa,  former  Charlotte 

Fla.  He  is  married  Terry  of  Florence, 

Bridgman  to  the  former  Vic-  Sumer  and  they  have  one 

enta  del  Pozo  of  San  Juan,  Puerto  daughter. 

Rico.  They  have  four  children.  Otis  Ckmrck  has  called 

Seal  is  the  Calvary  pastor.  Bobby  Whittington  as  minister  of 

Roonld  K.  Burch  has  accepted  the  music  and  activities  director.  He 
pastorate  of  Shady  Grove  Church,  graduated  from  Clarksdale  High 
Route  1  HazlehurSt.  A  native  of  School  and  attended  Mississippi  DelU 
Brookhaven,  he  received  the  BA  de-  Junior  CoUege  at  Moorhead.  He  di- 
gree  from  Whitworth  College  and  rerted  the  New  Jerusalem  Railroad, 
MRE  degree  from  New  Orleans  Semi-  Baptist  Student  Union  singing  group, 
nary.  He  came  to  Shady  Grove  from  from  1978  to  1978.  This  group  has  been 
Crossroads  Church,  Vinton,  La.  Burch  in  constant  demand  in  Delta  area 
is  married  to  the  former  Sandra  Cal-  churches  Whittington  plays  piano, 
lender  of  Brookhaven,  and  they  are  the  guitar,  bass  gu  Itar,  and  clarinet.  Olyn 

Roberts  is  pastor  at  West  Marks. 


Michael  Md  Kay  Stroape,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Indonesia,  are  cur¬ 
rently  in  Sri  Lanka  awaiting  visas 
to  enter  Indonesia  (address:  20 
Alfred  Place,  Colombo  3,  Sri 
Lanka.  He  was  born  in  Odessa, 
Tex.,  and  lived  in  Florida,  North 
and  South  Dakota,  Mississippi, 
Wyoming  and  Louisiana  before 
his  family  settled  in  Dallas,  Tex. 


Robert  H.  Rogers  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  Sunrise  Church,  Hattiesburg. 
He  is  doing  graduate  study  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi.  The 
church  honored  the  Rogers  family 
with  a  fellowship  dinner  on  March  5, 
and  gave  Rogers  a  monetary  gift.  Ro¬ 
gers  was  pastor  at  Sunrise  four  years. 
He  and  his  family  will  continue  to  live 
in  the  Petal  area. 


Freddie  Odom  has  accepted  the  caU 
as  minister  of  music  of  Beacon 
Church,  Hattiesburg.  He  goes  from 
Crestview  Church,  Petal. 
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Larry  Wimberly  recently  assumed 
duties  as  minister  of  music  and  youth 
at  Calvary  Church,  Silver  Creek.  A  na- 
BI^UPHBtive  luka,  he 
^^^H^^^fserved  in  the  Ver- 

.^^^Iwheeler  Grove 


parents  of  one  daughter. 


Immediately — No  waiting  period 
MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

(Policy  Form  376) 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 
Benefits  for 

o  Hospital  o  Doctor  o  Surgeon  o  Nurse  o  Skill 
Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 
o  Prescription  Drugs  A  Medicines  at  Home 
For  Full  Information,  Fill  out  coupon  and  Mail  To; 
Equitable  Life  and  Casualty 
E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance  Agency 
P.  O.  Box  S72t 
Jackson,  Ms.  SttM 


Beyond  the  Ironing  Board 


PROBLEM  ^  ’ 
PREGNANCY? 


Maternity  Home, 
Counseling,  Adoption 
Available.  Contact 
Sellers  Baptist  Home 
and  Adoption  Center. 
Girls  From  All  States 
Accepted. 


Larry  Haffer  has  been  called  as 
minister  of  music  of  Westwuod  Church 
of  Meridian.  Ha  goes  to  Westwood 
from  the  2Sth  Avenue  Church  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi.  W.  Buford 
Usry  is  pastor  of  Westwood. 


2010  Psnitton  St 

New  Orleans.  Louisisns  70115 

(504)  898-2068 
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Missionaries  To  Honor 

^  r>  w  I  Alumnus  Of  Year 
On  Furlough  At  Homecoming 

Mtwknarit*  from  eight  counlriet 

are  now  on  furlough  in  Miaaiaaippl.  Lieutenant  Commander  Thomas 
Two  couples  represent  missions  in  Hlers  iJlll  be  honored  by  William 
Italy.  They  are  Bob  and  Flora  Carey  College  at  Homecoming  cere- 
Holificld.2»4  Coronet  Place.  Jackson,  ,  monies  on  AprU  1  as 

and  Junmy  and  Charlotte  Watts,  100  Outstanding  Alum- 

Georgia  Ave.,  Hattiesburg.  nus  of  the  Year.  He 

Others  now  in  Mississippi  are  Stan-  is  chaplain  of  the 

ley  and  Glenna  Stamps,  Nicaragua,  United  States  Naval 

log  East  Main.  Clinton;  BUly  and  Academy  in  An- 

Tcrry  Peacock,  Korea,  SSI  Old  Can-  ^H^^napolis  and  was 
too  Road,  Jackson;  Tom  and  Hazel  ^^^f^^Bgraduated  from 
Barron,  Indonesia,  Ul  Jackson  Ave.,  ^^^^E^^HCarey  College  in 
Columbia;  Major  and  June  Md>aniel, 

Korea,  111  Main  St.,  Natchez;  Dot  Hlers  Sidney  L. 

Lott,  106 Graymont  Ave.,  Hattiesburg;  Buckley,  an  alumnus  who  is  a  sacred 
John  and  Elizabeth  Merritt.  Germany,  concert  soloist  baaed  in  South  Caroli- 
Univ.  of  Southern  Mississippi,  Sout^  na,  will  perform  during  Homecoming 
em  Station,  Box  1725,  Hattiesburg;  activities. 

and  Russell  and  Annette  Herrington,  Lieutenant  Commander  Hiers  also 
Costa  Rica,  510  Magazine  St.,  Tupelo,  holds  a  degree  from  New  Orleans 

Seminary.  He  was  formo’ly  pastor  in 
Mississippi,  Florida,  and  Lwisiana. 
He  was  recently  selected  for  post¬ 
graduate  study  in  the  field  of  homile¬ 
tics  at  Duke  University. 

SoMst 

Buckley  completed  the  doctorate 
of  music  degree  from  Florida  State 
Univosit^iUMO  he  was  awarded  the 
seminary's  “Alum- 
nus  Awani  for  Dis- 
tinguished  Service 
V  in  Church  Music.” 
He  has  served 
numerous  churches 
f  as  minister  of 
music  and  has  per- 
formed  as  soloist 
throughout  the 
Backley  country.  He  has 
served  on  the  teaching  faculty  of 
Florida  State  University,  Furman' 
University,  and  Central  Weslyn  Col- 
lege. 

Both  Hiers  and  Buckley  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  during  Homecoming-Eve  ac¬ 
tivities  planiW  for  all  alumni  of  Carey 
College  now  involved  in  church- 
relaM  vocations.  Also  featured  for 
that  program,  which  begins  at  6  p.m. 
on  5^ch  31  with  a  covered  dish  din¬ 
ner,  will  be  Elarl  Kelly,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  and  B.  Fra^  Smith, 
pr<rfessor  emeritus  of  Carey  College. 

B.  J.  Thomas 

B.  J.  Thomas  will  sing  at  Carey  Col¬ 
lege  on  Thursday,  March  30,  at  8  p.m., 
as  part  of  the  school’s  homecoming 
activities. 


Devotional 


e  World 


room 


that  this  evoked.  I  have  often  wondered;  "What  accounted  for  the  outburst 
of  affection  and  delight?” 

The  late  Samuel  Miller  suggests  that  the  answer  lies 
in  what  he  called  "the  most  neglected  Christological 
K  image  of  the  New  Testament;  namely,  Jesus' reference 

R  **"!■  to  Himself  as  the  Bridegroom  of  the  world.” 

Miller  is  correct  —  how  often  has  this  particular  con- 
cept  been  used  to  describe  the  Christ  figure?  Yet 
“bridegroom”  sums  up  precisely  Who  He  was  and  what 
Hi  He  came  to  do.  The  etenuU  Lover  of  humanity  came  to 

woo  and  win  back  again  the  hearts  of  His  beloved. 

The  comnton  people  of  Palestine  sensed  immediately 
that  something  new  was  among  them  when  He  began  His  ministry.  These 
folk  were  used  to  being  ignored  and  condemned  by  the  religious  leaders  of 
Judaism  and  the  political  representatives  of  Rome.  They  had  been  made  to 
feel  in  a  thousand  different  ways  that  they  were  worthless  and  unclean  and 
little  better  than  "dogs.”  And  then  He  came— "loving  each  one  of  them  as 
if  there  were  none  other  in  all  the  world  to  love,  and  loving  all  as  He  loved 
each”  —  exactly  as  a  bridegroom  relates  to  his  beloved. 

This  extraordinary  esteem  which  Jesus  accorded  each  He  met  was 
rooted  in  His  vision  of  where  they  came  from.  He  went  all  the  way  back  to 
the  beginning  and  got,  so  to  speak,  "on  the  other  side  of  creation.”  and 
realizi^  that  every  one  who  existed  came  straight  from  the  hand  of  God 
and  thus  wa  prized  by  Him. 

It  was  this  vision  —  this  “seeing  through”  to  the  depths  of  every  person 
that  accounts  for  His  amazing  Election,  and  this  is  what  the  common 
people  sensed  when  they  exploded  in  ecstasy  as  He  crested  the  Mount  of 
Olives  on  a  donkey  that  tirst  Palm  Sunday.  They  were  simply  “loving  Him 
Who  bad  first  loved  them.” 

Have  you  ever  pondered  the  implication  for  your  own  life  that  Jesus 
really  was  “the  Bridegroom  of  the  world,  sent  to  esteem  you  and  woo  you 
back  into  the  loving  embrace  of  the  Fatter? 


Choir^To  Sing  On 


Good  Friday 


The  Admit  Choir  of  the  Prentiss 
Chmreh  will  present  the  Easter 
Oratorio,  “The  Seven  Last  Words  of 
Christ,"  by  Theodore  Dubois.  The  |h«- 
sentation  will  take  place  in  the  church 
sanctuary  on  Good  Friday,  March  24, 
at  7  p.m.  The  40  voice  group  is  under 
the  direction  of  interim  music  direc¬ 
tor,  Cecil  Harper.  Soloists  will  be 
Lloyd  Mims,  Minister  of  Music,  Collins 
Church,  his  wife  Marilyn,  and  EkI 
Dacus,  former  music  director  of 
Whltesand  Church.  David  Michel  is 
pastor. 


Boy  Scouts  Name  Second 
“Good  Shepherd”  In  State 

He  has  led  ten  expeditions  to  Phil- 
mont  Scout  Ranch  in  New  Mexico  and 
two  nationai  jamboree  trips.  He  is 
ranger  for  Camp  Pilala. 

He  holds  the  Award  of  Merit,  the 
Scouters  Training  Award,  the  S^t- 
masters  Key  and  the  Silver  Beaver, 
and  is  a  Life  Scout. 

He  is  a  highway  patrolman  and  has 
been  Patrolman  it  the  Year  in  his  dis¬ 
trict  three  times  and  was  selected  as 
Winston  County  Man  of  the  Year  in 
1974. 

He  is  the  father  <tf  three  girls,  and  is 
known  as  “Big  Iron”  to  the  hundreds  of 
boys  be  is  a  second  father  to.  In  his  II 
years  of  service  he  has  had  over  36 
bojrs  in  his  troop  adiieve  the  rank  of 
Eagle. 


By  Van  East,  Jr. 

Paul  D.  Thompson  of  Louisville  has 
received  the  Go(^  Shepherd  award  for 
distinguished  service  with  Boy  Scouts. 
The  award  was  presented  at  the  An¬ 
nual  Pushmataha  Area  Council  Ban¬ 
quet  for  Boy  Scouts. 

Only  a  maximum  of  50  of  these 
awards  to  Baptist  adult  scouters  can 
be  given  nationally  each  year.  There 
are  21,000  Baptist  unit  leaders  in¬ 
volved  in  scouting.  This  is  the  second 
one  awarded  to  a  Mississippian. 

Thompson  is  a  member  it  the  East 
Louisville  Church.  He  has  served  as 
Scoutihaster  for  16  years,  five  years  in 
Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.,  and  13  years  as 
Scoutmaster  of  Troop  5  in  L^svilJe. 


Morgan  City  Dedicates  Chimes 

Morgan  City  Church  on  Fab.  12  dedicated  their  now  public  address  system  and 
chimaa  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Henry  Munce  gave  the  system  in  honor 
of  the  late  Guy  Futrai.  Sr.  who  died  while  pastor  of  the  church.  Left  to  right  are  Glenn 
Simmons,  present  pastor;  Mr.  attd  Mrs  Mounca.  and  Mrs.  Guy  Futrai  Sr.  A  conv 
memorative  plaque  was  placed  in  the  sanctuary. 

lag*  >r>  •SA.<|  C*  rigr  • L,  -  -  s  .  . 


Chicago  (RNS)  —  The  National 
Parent-Teacher  Association  (PTAI 
has  announced  plans  to  develop  a  cur¬ 
riculum  in  critical  television  viewing 
skilU  for  students,  as  part  of  the  RTA’s 
ongoing  TV  Project. 


into  whatever  be  was  to  do.  Peter 
would  even  be  led  into  situations  be 
would  wish  to  avoid. 


Serving  The  Risen  Lord 


Everyone  rejoices  when  a  fellow  They  were  amazed  at  the  miraculous 
human  being  has  a  phenomenal  es-  results. 

cape  from  tte  very  jaws  of  death. 'We  At  any  rate,  the  wisdom  of  a 
will  listen  for  endless  hours  as  he  de-  “stranger  "  on  tte  shore  was  reminis- 
scribes  tte  details.  The  more  one  tells  cent  of  the  Lord  .  John  made  tte  con- 
his  story  of  escape,  the  longer  and  nection,  “It  is  tte  Lord!"  When  tte 
more  interesting  some  stories  can  be-  disciples  came  to  Jesus,  he  was  pre- 
come.  paring  a  meal  and  they  joined  him  for 

But  tte  blessings  of  Christianity  are  breaUast.  John  21 : 12  says  that  all  tte 
not  mere  “pies  in  the  sky,  bye  and  preceding  convinced  tte  discipln  that 
bye”  as  skeptics  would  have  the  world  Jesus  was  real.  Jesus  served  as  host 
to  believe.  One  can  know  Christ  in  his  for  an  actual  meal, 
fullness  now.  He  can  have  tte  bles-  RecoafirmatioB  of  Peter 

sings  of  eternal  life  now.  This  final  chapter  tells  of  tte  Lord's 

Because  Christ  has  more  than  en-  reconfirmation  of  Peter.  In  tte  ISth 
dured  death,  he  has  conquered  death,  chapter,  Peter  denied  Jesus  three 
Oh!  How  we  would  like  to  hear  Jesus  times.  As  a  subtle  reminder  of  the 
tell  of  his  escape!  But  tte  details  are  three  examples  of  defection,  Jesus 
missing. Wehavconlyttefacts.Oneof  ssked  Peter  three  times  if  he  loved 
tte  blessings  of  Christianity  is  that  tte  him.  In  response  to  Peter's  affirma- 
same  power  that  brought  again  the  tion  of  his  love,  Jesus  said  ( 1 1  feed  my 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  death  de-  lambs.  (2)  tend  my  sheep.  (3)  feed  my 
liven  from  eternal  death  all  who  will  sheep.  Tte  reconfirmation  was  a  pain- 
accept  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  That  ful  pief  process  for  Peter, 
is  a  story  worth  listening  to.  Jesus  asked  three  times.  “Do  you 

Is  it  not  enough  to  say  that  Christ  love  me?"  In  tte  first  and  second  ques- 
aroae?  Tte  final  chapter  of  John  was ;  tions,  Jesus  used  tte  usual  word  con- 
added  to  demonstrate  once  and  for  all  noting  unselfish  and  sacrificial  chris- 
the  reality  of  tte  Resurrection.  Some  tian  love.  In  the  third  question.  Jesus 
had  said  tte  appearances  of  tte  Risen  used  tte  word  for  love  that  denotes  tte 
Christ  were  nothing  more  than  visions  love  of  friendship  and  compatibility, 
which  the  disciples  had.  Tte  Resurrec-  The  reply  of  Peter  in  the  three 
tion  of  Jesus  was  not  a  vision,  halluci-  answers  was,  “I  have  a  friendly  affec- 
nation,  or  dream.  Tte  resurrection  tion  for  you.”  Peter  affirmed  his  love 
brought  forth  a  real  person.  I  Corint-  for  Jesus  with  restraint.  Who  is  capa- 
hians  15  recounts  a  aeries  of  appear-  ble  of  affirming  a  completely  unselfish 
ances  of  tte  risen  Lord  to  various  indi-  relation  to  anybody?  Peter  may  have 
viduals  and  groups.  Tte  Gospels  give  been  too  aware  of  his  recent  failure, 
msuty  details.  In  reply  to  each  of  Peter’s  three  af- 

Tte  last  chapter  of  John  records  that  firmations,  Jesus  issued  a  commission 

the  disciples  returned  to  life  as  normal  to  Peter  to  care  for  tte  flock.  Jesus 
after  tte  resurrection.  Tte  fact  that  apparently  accepted  Peter's  devotion, 
some  of  tte  apostles  went  fishing  does  however  expressed.  In  this  connec- 
notntean  that  they  were  disobedient  to  tion.  Jesus  predicted  that  Peter,  fol- 
any  commission  which  had  been  given  lowing  his  reconfirmation.  would  be  a 
to  them.  They  had  to  work,  they  M  to  devoted  disciple  and  die  the  death  of  a 
obtain  food.  On  this  particular  occa-  martyr.  ‘By  this  method  Jesus  led 
Sion  after  a  long  night,  their  nets  were  Peter  into  complete  commitment  to 
empty.  himself. 

In  telling  the  story,  tte  author  indi-  Jenis  concluded  tte  reconfirmation 
cated  no  obvious  censure  of  tte  apos-  by  saVing  to  Peter,  “Follow  me”.  This 
ties.  There  is  significance  in  the  fact  is  a  detinite  word  of  encouragement 


Power  of  the  Resurrected  Christ 


At  daybreak  Jesus  appeared  on  tte 
Smtc.  He  was  not.  however,  at  first 
recognised  by  the  disciples,  perhaps 
because  of  the  light  and  tte  distance. 


